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Albanian miners in underground hunger strike 

VALIAS. Albania (R) — Eighty Albanian coal miners entered the second 
day of an underground hunger strike on Sunday as the country's 
independent unions appealed for international support for a lOday 
general strike. Police surrounded the Valias pithead just north of the 
capital Tirana to prevent more miners joining their colleagues who 
barricaded themselves 200 metres underground on Saturday to support 
some 350.000 workers striking for better social and working conditions. A 
government statement carried by the state news agency ATA appealed to 
the miners to return to the surface, saying conditions ai the pit were 
hazardous and posed “immense dangers menacing the strikers' lives.” In 
Tirana, the country's ihrcc-montlMild independent trade union federation 
urgently appealed for international help and accused the Communisi 
authorities of using any means — including physical threats — lo break 
the strike which has brought the country to a virtual standstill. “The 
government has turned a deaf ear to our demands." said the appeal issued 
on Saturday night and signed by federation leader Gasnn Shima. "We arc 
on the verge of general starvation. We need the world to help us. We arc 
in need of moral and financial help.” 



Japan plans $500m aid for Kurds 

TOKYO (AP) — Japan plans to provide £500 million to help cope with | 
post -Gulf war problems — the amount the United Slates contends it still | 
owes from a previous pledge. Kyodo news service reported Sunday. | 
Quoting unnamed government sources. Kyodo said the aid would be for | 
Kurdish refugees and environmental cleanup work. Foreign ministry G 
officials said there has been no decision on additional aid. But they have fl 
said Japan was willing to consider aid to help cope with post-war Middle jj 
East problems. Japan's latest pledge of aid to the allied forces that drove a 
Iraq out of Kuwait had been calculated at 59 billion, bui its yen currency j 
had weakened by (he time the contribution was approved in parliament £ 
and handed over. The United States has insisted that Japan make up the j> 
resulting S500 million shortfall. Japan has said its taxpayers have delivered § 
ihe yen payment that the government pledged, and that it did not intend | 
to compensate for the exchange-rate fluctuations. Kyodo quoted the r 
sources as saying the new aid will be earmarked for Gulf war aftermath jj 
problems, but in fact it does cover the shortfall. When U.S. Vice President s 
Dan Ouaylc visited Japan last week. Prime Minister Toshiki Kaifu told jj 
him he hoped u .S. -Japan relations would not suffer from the dispute aver * 
the contribution. ’ 
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Syria, PLO agree 
to ‘forget the past 5 



His Majesty King Hussein Saturday attends an Mr. Mudar Badran on Jordan's 45th Independence 
evening reception hosted by the Prime Minister, Day anniversary (Petra photo! 

Jordanians pledge to serve 
Nation on Independence Day 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Minis- 
try of Youth and Culture Sun- 
day held a special ceremony at 
the Royal Cultural Centre to 
mark Independence Day. 
Addressing the celebration 
were a number of Jordanian 
figures and intellectuals. 
Speakers stressed Jordan's 
principled stands in support of 
the Arab causes and its con- 
tinuous endeavours to achieve 
Arab unity and solidarity. 

Speaker of the Upper House 
of Parliament Ahmad Al Law- 
zi said that Jordan had always 
reaffirmed its commitment and 
its firm belief that Arab causes 
should be placed on top of 
regional or national causes. He 
noted that Jordan places high- 
er Arab interests on top of all 


other issues, giving them prior- 
ity over national interests or 
concerns. 

Minister of Culture and 
Youth Khalid Karaki said that 
Jordan has always been an 
advocate of Arab unity and has 
never failed any Arab country, 
noting that Jordan has always 
rejected foreign hegemony. 
Karaki added that because 
“Jordanians are democrats, 
ar.d nationalists, they are inde- 
pendent and have the right to 
celebrate this dear occasion." 

Sulaiman .Al Hadidi, a for- 
mer president of the Jordan 
Bar Association, said that Jor- 
dan’s role in paving the ground 
for the struggle for unity is a 
leading and major one. He 
hailed the national stands of 


His Majesty King Hussein to- 
wards all battles imposed on 
the Arab Nation, beginning 
with the Suez war in 1956 and 
ending with the Gulf war in 
1991. 

Hadidi called on the Arab 
Nation to unify its ranks and to 
live up to challenges, and con- 
spiracies aimed a: liquidating 
Arab causes, including the 
Palestine -q jssifon. 

The Jordanian poet. Haidar 
Mahmoud, read out a poem 
which he wrote for the occa- 
sion. In his poem. Mahmoud 
praised the principled stands of 
the Jordanian leadership and 
people, and expressed hope in 
achieving a brighter future for 
the Jordanian people under the 
leadership of King Hussein. 


Israel defies Security Council 
resolution, insists it will 
continue expelling Palestinians 


One Jordanian acquitted 

Kuwaiti court postpones 
trial of 17 to June 9 


Ecevit ends 
Iraq visit 

BAGHDAD (R) — Former Tur- 
kish Prime Minister Bulem Ece- 
vit on Sunday ended a four-day 
visit to Baghdad during which he 
met President Saddam Hussein 
and other Iraqi leaders. The Iraqi 
News Agency IN A quoted Ece- 
vit, leader of the Social Democra- 
tic Party, as saying on departure 
his talks had been wide-ranging 
and resulted in important clar- 
ifications. INA said Ecevit. who 
visited with a delegation at the 
invitation of the Iraqi govern- 
ment, “affirmed he was exerting 
big efforts to develop Iraqi- 
Turkish relations without any ex- 
ternal influence." Ecevit inter- 
viewed President Saddam for the 
Turkish newspaper MUIiyet in the 
run-up to the six-week Gulf war 
and was accompanied on this visit 
by the paper's news director 
Dirya Sazak. 

35 killed 
in Indian 
ethnic violence 

NEW DELHI (AP) — Security 
forces shot and killed 19 sus- 
pected Sikh militants in half a 
dozen separate firefights in Pun- 
jab, United News of India re- 
ported Sunday. The shooting 
broke out on Saturday night and 
Sunday, the news agency re- 
ported. In other violence, at least 
16 people were killed in separate 
incidents. Most were victims of 
separatists, but at least two 
appeared to be militants killed in 
inter-gang rivalry, the United 
News reported. The deaths raise 
to more than 2,400 the number of 
civilians and militants killed in 
the prosperous fanning state 
since the beginning of the year. 
Sunday’s toll is the highest daily 
toll mthepasttwo months. There 
was no immetfiate explanation for 
die escalation in violence. Sikh 
militants have been fighting for 
an independent state in Punjab 
since 1982. They claim their com- 
munity is discriminated against by 
Hindus. 

Iraq to repair 
Shiite shrines 

NICOSIA (R) — Iraq is to spend 
millions of dinars repairing two 
Shiite shrines badly damaged in 
fighting between government 
troops and rebels during the 
failed southern uprising against 
the Baghdad government. During 
the fighting in March, rebels bar- 
ricaded themselves in the gplden- 
domed shrine of Imam Hussein in 
the Shiite holy city of Karbala, in 
their last defence against Iraqi 
tank-backed troops. The Iraqi 
News Agency INA Sunday 
quoted Minister of Endowments 
and Religions Affairs Abdullah 
Fadhil as saying repairs to two 
shrines would cost 15 . million 
dinars ($48 million at official 
rates), and would use 45 kilog- 
rammes of gold and 160 kilog- 
rammes of silver. 

Kuwaiti defence 
minister in Cairo 

CAIRO (R) — Kuwait’s Defence 
Minister Sheikh Aii Sabah AI 
Salem Al Sabah arrived in key 
Gulf war ally Egypt on Sunday to 
rii«ranss military cooperation and 
Gulf security arrangements, 

Egypt’s MENA news agency said. 
Sheikh Aii, appointed in a 
cabinet reshuffle last month, wfll 
hold two days of talks with his 
Egyptian counterpart Moham- 
mad Hussein Tantawi, also newly 
appointed in a reshuffle last 
week. Egypt sent lens of 
thousands of troops to the Gulf to 
help liberate Kuwait from Iraqi 
occupation. 

GCC ministers to 
meet 

NICOSIA (R) — Foreign minis- 
ters of the six-nation Gulf Coop* 
eration Council (GCC) will meet 
in Saudi Arabia next Sunday to 
discuss post-Gulf war security and 
Middle East peace, Kuwait’s offi- 
cial news agency KUNA re- 
ported. It said the agenda would 
include relations with Iran and 
the 12-nation European Com- 
munity (EC) which is working on 
a free trade agreement with GCC 
member states. KUNA, received 
in Cyprus, said the announce- 
ment was made by GCC Secret- 
ary General Abdulla Bishara 
from the council’s headquarters 
in Riyadh. 


DAMASCUS (R) — The PLO 
said Sunday that its relations with 
Syria were back on track follow- 
ing more than seven years of 
estrangement. 

Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion executive committee mem- 
ber Yasser Abed Rabbo. visiting 
Damascus with a high-ranking 
PLO team, said his group and 
Syria had agreed to “forget the 
past". 

Damascus backed a rebellion 
against PLO chief Yasser Arafat 
in 1983 but relations improved 
last year after Syria freed several 
hundred jailed Palestinians. 

“We can say a new era in our 
ties will exist following this meet- 
ing... We agreed to overlook the 
past," Abed Rabbo said follow- 
ing talks with Syrian Foreign 
MinisteF Farouq Al Share. 

As well as discussing their rap- 
prochement, the Syria-PLO talks 
focused on peace efforts by the 
United States and the Soviet Un- 
ion to coax the Arabs and Israelis 
to the conference table. 

The PLO is anxious to play a 
key role in any Middle East peace 
conference and Abed Rabbo said 
both Syria and the PLO sup- 
ported efforts to bring peace to 
the region and shared common 
views on how to achieve it. 

“We agreed with our brothers 
in Syria to support the success of 
efforts aimed at holding the con- 
ference on the basis of the inter- 
national legitimacy and the pre- 
sence of the United Nations and 
al! parties concerned in a con- 
tinuous meeting,” Abed Rabbo 
said. 


ADDIS ABABA, Ethiopia (AP) 
— Eritrean rebels on Sunday 
claimed to have captured Assab. 
the last port in government 
bands, and a separate insurgent 
group moved to further encircle 
the capital. 

Amid deteriorating conditions 
in this Horn of Africa nation, 
rebels urged government soldiers 
to surrender or desert their posts 
to avoid being used as “cannon 
fodder" by the collapsing milit- 
ary. 

At least 3,000 Ethiopian sol- 
diets and civilians crossed tire 
border into Djibouti to escape 
the civil war, the French News 
Agency reported Sunday. Some 
of the soldiers carried AK-47 
assault rifles, rocket launchers 
and machine-guns, and were re- 
portedly fleeing the Red Sea port 
of Assab, the Age nee France- 
Presse news agency reported. 

In the capital of Addis Ababa, 
residents gathered in churches 
and mosques to pray for an end to 
the fighting and successful peace 
talks, which are scheduled for 
Monday in London. 

The Eritrean insurgents, who 
have been fighting to control the 
Ethiopian province of Eritrea 
since 1961, completely controlled 
Assab by Sunday morning. 
Yemane Ghebremeske, a spokes- 
man for the Eritrean People’s 
Liberation Front, said in London. 

Diplomats in Addis Ababa 
confirmed the fall of Assab, 
which handles most of the na- 
tion’s exports and imports, in- 


Israel rejects any U.N. role in 
rhe proposed conference and 
•wants a one-off ceremonial event 
followed by one-to-one peace 
talks with individual Arab 
states. 

Syria wants the U.N. to play a 
key role and demands that the 
conference should lead to an ex- 
change of land for peace in line 
with U.N. Security Council re- 
solutions 242 and 338. 

The PLO team, led by the 
organisation's foreign affairs 
chief Farouk Kaddoumi, arrived 
in the Syrian capital on Saturday. 

The visit was the first by a PLO 
team to Damascus since 1988 
when Mr. Arafat held talks with 
Syrian President Hafez A] Assad. 

Following a recent visit to the 
region by U.S. Secretary of State 
James Baker, one of die prime 
movers of the peace conference 
idea, sources in Israel suggested 
talks might go ahead without 
Damascus. 

But Abed Rabbo dismissed 
this. 

“There could be no conference 
without Syria and the PLO be- 
cause they both have territories 
occupied by Israel.” he said. 

Kaddoumi, asked about peace 
on Saturday, said: “We are for 
peace. But we are committed to 
political principles. We are flexi- 
ble but we will not give any 
concessions.” 

He added: “The one who is 
opposing peace is Israel. This 
terrorist (Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak) Shamir... insists that 
Arab lands are part of greater 
Israel." 


chiding emergency food for mil- 
lions of drought victims. 

It was the last port in govern- 
ment hands following a three- 
month rebel offensive that cli- 
maxed with the flight of President 
Mengistu Haile Mariam on Tues- 
day after 17 years of dictatorial 
rule. 

With the fall of Assab. Eritrean 
insurgents control the country’s 
northernmost province of Erit- 
rea, which claims all the nation's 
coastline. 

On Sunday, Tigrean rebels 
claimed to have seized the main 
air force base of Debre Zeit, 45 
kilometres southeast of Addis 
Ababa. 

“We took Debre Zeit totally 
last evening. There was not even 
any major resistance,” said Asefa 
Mamo, spokesman for the Ethio- 
pian People’s Revolutionary 
Democratic Front in London. 

Asefa said the insurgents were 
in “no hurry" to take Addis 
Ababa, but diplomats reported 
fighting east of the city for the 
first time. A move east would 
apparently complete the rebel en- 
circlement of the capital. 

“I think they’re going to try to 
get all around Addis before the 
talks,” said one Western diplo- 
mat, speaking on condition of 
anonymity. “Let’s just hope it’s 
abundantly dear to the govern- 
ment delegation that this is a 
wadi.” 

“I’m not sure Talks’ is a good 
description,” saicl a diplomat. 


TEL AVIV (R) — Foreign 
Minister David Levy on Sunday 
dismissed U.N. criticism of 
Israel’s expulsion of four Palesti- 
nians and said his country would 
continue the policy if it saw fit. 

Levy, speaking two days after 
the United Nations Security 
Council deplored Israel's expul- 
sion of Arabs from the Gaza 
Strip, called the resolution 
“another anti-Israel condemna- 
tion.” 

“We don’t have an interest in 
expelling people... but against 
inciters that stand behind opera- 
tions... that endanger people's 
fives, we must and do undertake 
actions to reduce these dangers." 
Levy told Israel Radio. 

However. Levy pointedly re- 
frained from criticising the Un- 
ited States, which backed Fri- 
day’s U.N. vote. Washington 
aided Israel’s airlift of 14.500 
Ethiopian Jews to Israel on Fri- 
day and Saturday. 

Levy said Israel should mute its 
reaction to U.S. Secretary of 
State James Baker's blunt critic- 
ism last week of Jewish settle- 
ments in the occupied West Bank 
and Gaza Strip. 

Prime Minister Yitzhak Sha- 
mir’s office issued a statement on 
the U.N. resolution saying: “This 
is not the first time that it shows 
an unbalanced stance." 

Speaking after the weekly 
cabinet meeting, Levy said: “I 


proposed my friends not get 
angry or bitter... anger over this, 
though justified, will bring unde- 
sirable tension.” 

The United States sees the 
nearly 100.000 Jews settled 
among 1.75 million Palestinians 
in the occupied Arab lands as an 
obstacle to convening Arab- 
Israeii peace talks. 

Israel’s rightwing government 
regards Jewish settlement in the 
lands occupied during the 1967 
Middle East war as a God-given 
right and a necessity for military 
security. 

Reaction to the U.N. criticism 
in Israel, normally strong and 
swift, did not appear until Sunday 
as artenrion focused on the airlift 
of nearly 15,000 Ethiopian Jews 
to Israel. 

Israel had accused the tour 
deportees of being activists in the 
mainline Fateh movement of the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion who were behind violent acts 
against Israel and fellow Arabs. 

Israel has frequently been 
attacked for its methods of fight- 
ing the Palestinian uprising in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip, site of 
a revolt since December I9S7. 

The Jewish state has expelled 
66 Palestinians during the upris- 
ing. The U.N., backed by the 
United Stales, believes the policy 
violates the Fourth Geneva Con- 
vention on treatment of civilians 


during war. 

In the West Bank village of 
Dura Al Kara. Israeli soldiers 
shot dead a Palestinian man ac- 
tive in the uprising against Israeli 
occupation of the West Bank on 
Saturday night, military sources 
said Sunday. 

They said Ibrahim Abdul 
Kasam, 23, was killed when sol- 
diers fired on a group of masked 
men who were beating a resident 
of Dura Al Kara village, near 
Ramallah, and had ignored 
orders to stop. 

They claimed Abdul Kasam 
was known as the village repre- 
sentative of F 2 teh, the main- 
stream Palestine Liberation 
Organisation group. 

The village resident was in cri- 
tical condition following the beat- 
ing, the Israeli sources said. 

In the occupied Gaza Strip, 
two Palestinians were killed for 
collaborating with the authorities 
against the 4] -month-long 
Palestinian uprising, Palestinian 
sources said. 

Masked men stabbed to death 
Nabila Abu Hatub, 25. in Khan 
Younis refugee camp and Hitham 
Mughari, 21. in separate attacks 
in Gaza city, the sources said. 

The dead woman and man 
were known collaborators, they 
said. 

Since the beginning of the re- 
volt, Israelis have killed 798 
Palestinians. 


KUWAIT CITY (Agencies) — 
Kuwait's martial Jaw court on 
Sunday gave lawyers for 17 sus- 
pected collaborators, including 
the first accused of murder, until 
June 9 to prepare their defence. 

Following a pattern established 
over the past week, the panel of 
three civilian and two military 
judges read the general charges 
of collaboration to each suspect. 

They then appointed lawyers 

for defendants without them and 
postponed the hearing to give 
lawyers time to prepare. 

Meanwhile . the government 
was expected Sunday to extend 
martial law for three more 
months. It was implemented on 
Kuwait's Feb. 26 liberation from 
Iraqi occupation. 

In one poignant courtroom 
scene Sunday, a Palestinian 
mother gripped the steel bars of 
the cage where her accused son 
Omar Shahad Omran was seated 
and both burst into tears. 

“He never stole anything in his 
life,” said Nasmiya Omran, refer- 
ring to the charge that her son 
had stolen xerox machines. He 
worked as a nurse. 

His parents said he wrote them 
a letter saying he confessed to the 
crime after his March 10 arrest to 
stop beatings and electric shocks 
in jail. They believe a fight with 
his hospital boss led to the arrest. 

Kuwait’s chief justice has de- 
nied that any suspects have been 
brought to court on the basis of 
confessions extracted under tor- 
ture. 

The trials are being monitored 
by Western embassies and human 
rights organisations after repe- 
ated reports that suspects were 
tortured and denied access to 
attorneys. 

Six defendants appeared in 
court Sunday, and all pleaded not 
guilty. Lawyers for most of the 
rest also entered pleas of inno- 
cent. 

The defendants included four 
Jordanians, four Iraqis, seven 
stateless Arabs and two Kuwaitis. 

No details about die murder 
case were released. 

A few suspects were not 
brought to the court because the 
order for appearance was deli- 
vered to the wrong prison, court 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — 
Iraq's ruling Baath Party 
announced on Sunday the names 
of 11 senior party officials killed 
in March during a Shiite Muslim 
uprising in the south and a Kur- 
dish rebellion in the north. 

The ll men include Taha Yas- 
sin Shahadha, the governor of 
Dhi Qar province in the south, 
and two other members of the 
Baath leadership in the province. 

The capital of Dhi Qar is Nas- 
siriya. one of the first towns to 
rebel after the defeat of the Iraqi 
army in Kuwait. 

The other party officials were 
from the southern provinces of 
Basra, Najaf, Karbala and Misan. 
two were from the Kurdish pro- 
vince of Sulaimaniya and one was 
a trade union activist killed about 
100 kilometres south of Baghdad. 

AJJ were killed between March 
3 and March 11. the period dur- 
ing which Shiites and Kurdish 
guerrillas took control of most 
towns in their regions. Govern- 
ment troops have since regained 
control of all the main towns 
outside a safety zone set up by 
Western troops for Kurdish re- 
fugees in northern Iraq. 

The announcement in the army 
newspaper Al Qadissiyah was the 
first of its kind since the rebel- 
lions. 

The death notices included a 
photograph and brief biography 
of each official and said they were 
“martyred while resisting acts of 
anarchism by criminal hood- 
lums." 

The Iraqi government says the 
rebels were criminals armed and 
encouraged by neighbouring 
Iran. 

The previous governor of 
Sulaimaniya is missing presumed 
killed, his successor said this 
week. 

Iraq also said Sunday it has 
found ihe bodies of 50 Iraqi 
soldiers purportedly killed by Ira- 
nian infiltrators trying to foment 
rebellion. 


officials said. 

These included Zuhair Oniyat. 
a former body guard for Salah 
Khalaf. a top figure in the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation who 
was assassinated in Tunisia in 
January. 

A total 175 case of collabora- 
tion, some involving more than 
one suspect, are due to be 
brought to trial over the next two 
months. 

The presiding judge, Moham- 
mad Al Mutari. denied one attor- 
ney access to the police file on a 
Kuwaiti suspect because the 
attorney requested that his client 
not appear in court. 

Attorney Laith Al Mulla said 
his client was falsely accused by 
neighbours of aiding the Iraqis 
and burglary. 

“The neighbours who de- 
nounced him would not even go 
to the prosecutor general's office 
to testify." AI Mulla said. 

The lawyer said he was leaving 
for France to bring back details of 
collaboration trials there because 
“there is a judicial void on the 
subject of collaboration in 
Kuwait." 

Kuwaiti law is based on the 
French and Egyptian systems. 

On Saturday, the court acquit- 
ted a Jordanian who was found 
with a single bullet and charged 
with possession of firearms. 

Yasser Al Samhouri was freed 
on Saturday on condition he was 
of good behaviour for the next six 
months. 

Hie court also acquitted a 
Turk, Ragab Almas, of charges 
of theft and helping the Iraqis. 

Presiding judge Mohammad 
Bin Nagi quoted witnesses as 
saying Almas, an employee of a 
Kuwait-based construction com- 
pany, was seen wearing a military 
uniform during the occupation. 

Samhouri and Almas were on a 
charge sheet of 41 people which 
also included one Kuwaiti, one 
Saudi, 18 Jordanians mostly pf 
Palestinian origin, 10 Iraqis and 
six bedouns (stateless residents of 
Kuwait). Three other men on the 
list are still at large and their 
nationalities were not given. 

Only 25 of the accused 
appeared on Saturday and all 
pleaded not guilty. 


The Iraqi news agency said 
Iraqi troops found the bodies of 
the uniformed men on May 15 
outside Basra near the Iranian 
border. Their hands were bound 
behind their backs, the agency 
said. 

The report said the slain men 
had been left in the open air. It 
gave no other details. 

Previously, Iraq said it disco- 
vered on May 5 the bodies of 
about 100 men who the govern- 
ment said were killed last month 
by Iranians and rebels in southern 
Iraq. 

Iraqi army officials said those 
bodies were of civilians and sol- 
diers who had been taken prison- 
er. 

The accounts of how the men 
died could not be confirmed. 

Meanwhile, Iraq has pegged its 
number of mifizary and civilian 
deaths in the Gulf war at 110,000 
to 150,000. an unofficial French 
group investigating the war re- 
ported Sunday, 

The number of dead breaks 
down to 35,000 to 45.000 civilians 
and 75,000 to 100,000 soldiers, 
said members returning from a 

six-day fact-finding mission to 

Baghdad. 

The figures were established 
from data provided by The Iraqi 
foreign and information minis- 
tries and Baath Party officials in 
the Iraqi army. 

The group, comprised mainly 
of leftists writers, lawyers, anti- 
racism activists and a former 
general, urged the United Na- 
tions to lift economic sanctions 
still in place against Iraq. 
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Arabs condemn airlift of Ethiopian Jews 


By Jane Arraf 
Reuter 

AMMAN — Arabs reacted 
with alarm to Israel's massive 
airlift of Ethiopian Jews, 
seeing it as threat to peace. 
Some called it proof of U.S. 
duplicity. 

The 22-hour evacuation of 
15,000 Ethiopian Jews fed 
Arab anger over Israeli settle- 
ment on captured Arab land. 

Many Arabs were convinced 
Israel would move some of the 
immigrants into the occupied 
territories in spite of the fact 
that Washington, which helped 
arrange the exodus of 
Ethiopia’s black Jews, publicly 
opposes settlements there. 

“When I heard the news that 
15,000 Ethiopian Jews were 
going to Israel I was angry 
because they are going to live 
in Arab lands,” said Nazmi 


Sabbah, a Jordanian shop- 
keeper of Palestinian origin. 

“Fifteen thousand will come 
in and 15,000 Palestinian 
Arabs will lose their land, lose 
their jobs," said Amr, a 30- 
year-oid Jordanian engineer. 

Most discounted Israel’s ex- 
pressions of fear for the safety 
of Ethiopian Jews, known as 
Falasbas, who were whisked 
away in a secret airlift as rebels 
closed in around Addis Ababa. 

They said Israel, which 
evacuated 12,000 Falashas in 
its covert “Operation Moses" 
in 1984-85, had used the disin- 
tegration of Ethiopia as a pre- 
text to increase its Jewish 
population - 

The Saudi newspaper Al 
Bilad said: “Israel's aim be- 
hind moving the Falashas and 
also Jews from the Soviet Un- 
ion ... is to impose an extreme- 


ly complex situation on the 
occupied Arabs terri lories by 
building new settlements 
ostensibly to accommodate 
Jewish immigrants. 

"This will hamper peace 
efforts in the region, and the 
peace-loving world should 
heed this fact." 

Syria's official daily Al 
Baath described the transfer as 
a “big international conspira- 
cy” which Arabs had to con- 
front or be pushed out of their 
own lands. 

The newspaper, which 
speaks for the ruling Baath 
Party in Syria — a country 
Washington is trying to bring 
to a peace conference with 
Israel — called Zionism a 
“cancerous disease” which 
threatened the entire world. 

East Jerusalem's AI Sha'ab 
newspaper wrote that “the 


U.S. administration certainly 
knows the influx, with U.S. 
help, strengthens the tendency 
of Israeli leaders towards set- 
tlement and increases their 
appetite to bite off more occu- 
pied territory.” 

The mass migration touched 
an ever-present fear in Jordan 
that Jewish settlement in the 
West Bank is intended by 
Israel to force thousands of 
Palestinians into Jordan. 

Jordan's Al Ra'i said in a 
front-page editorial that “this 
(American) duplicity' itself can 
only serve to encourage the 
Israeli aggressors to continue 
with their intransigence." 

Bahrain's Gulf Daily News 
warned that the evacuation 
could provide a new flashpoint 
in the region if rhe immigrants 
are allowed to resettle in the 
occupied territories. 


The Damascus-based Demo- 
cratic Front for the Liberation 
of Palestine condemned the 
transfer of Ethiopian Jews to 
Israel “at the time when the 
Israeli authorities expelled 
four Palestinians from their 
homeland.’' 

“People from Ethiopia and 
the Soviet Union ... are given 
immediate residence, while the 
Palestinian people are pre- 
vented from living freely on 
their land.” said a DFLP state- 
ment received in Cyprus. 

The DFLP also accused 
Washington of using double 
standards. 

“It is about time this duplic- 
ity be treated with some justice 
and balance. The tragedy of 
Ethiopians — Jews and non- 
Jews — cannot be solved by 
escalating the tragedy of the 
Palestinian people," it said. 


Eritrean rebels seize 
last Ethiopian port 


Iraq names 11 officials 
killed in March revolt 
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chief hopes for Western 
ahara ceasefire next month 


RABAT (R) — United Nations 
Secretary-General Javier Perea 
De Cuellar said Sunday he hoped 
there would be a formal ceasefire 
in Western Sahara next month to 
end 15 years of guerrilla war. 

”1 hope there will be a cease- 
fire as soon as posable. In June 
/..hope,” he said at the airport 
before leaving for neighbouring 
Algeria. 

He said he hoped a referendum 
could be held to settle the conflict 
before the end of this year by 
giving the people a choice be- 
tween integration with Morocco 
and independence. 

“My aim is to finish with this 
before the end of this year, if 
possible in November," he said. 

Perez De Cuellar discussed the 
U.N. peace plan Saturday with 
Morocco's King Hassan. who also 
headed for Algeria Sunday for 
two days of talks with President 
Chadli Benjedid. 

Under the plan, a U.N. mission 
composed of about 2.800 troops. 


police and civilians, will take over 
the territory to organise the re- 
ferendum. 20 weeks after a for- 
mal ceasefire. 

The referendum will give about 
74,000 people in the thinly- 
populated territory a choice be- 
tween independence and integra- 
tion with Morocco. 

Perez De Cuellar said he would 
have talks with Polisario leader 
Mohammad Abdul Aziz in 
Ajuba. Nigeria, during a summit 
of the Organisation of African 

Unity (OAU) from June 3-5. 

Polisario. whose guerrillas 
have their main bases in western 
Algeria around the Tindouf 
Oasis, has been fighting Morocco 
since 1976. Its political arm. the 
Saharan Arab Democratic Re- 
public. is a member of the OAU. 

Polisario and Morocco have 
both accepted U.N. plans for a 
ceasefire and self-determination 
referendum. But they have re- 
servations over details like identi- 
fication of eligible voters and the 


deployment of military forces 
during the vote. 

Algeria gave full support to the 
guerrillas in the former Spanish 
colony until 1988. when normal 
relations were restored with 
Morocco after a 12-year rift over 
the desert war. 

King Hassan has frequently 
said he is sure the people of the 
desert will vote for Morocco. But 
political analysts in Rabat say the 
king wants to convince the Alge- 
rians integration with Morocco is 
preferable to independence. 

"There has to be an arrange- 
ment. For internal reasons, neith- 
er Algeria nor Morocco have anv 
interest in having an independent 
mini-state which would be a con- 
stant source of instability in the 
region," a senior Moroccan 
politician told Reuters. 

While Moroccan officials de- 
cline to comment on the king's 
visit to Algeria, the opposition 
press expects Algeria to support 


an outcome favourable to Moroc- 
co. 

The conservative Istiqlal Party, 
which has spearheaded Morocco 
claims to adjacent territories, said 
it expects Algeria to "convince 
the Polisario to abandon a lost 
cause." 


The party daily L'Opinion 
added: “The referendum orga- 
nised by the U.N. in the Sahara, 
if it takes place, will be affirma- 
tive (for Morocco)." 

The king's talks with Chadli 
near Oran m western Algeria will 
also cover the Arab Maghreb 
Union (AMU) which is due to 
hold a special summit in Libya 
June 7 and 8 on the post-Gulf war 
situation in the Arab World. 


Family 

reunited 
at Kuwait 
collaboration 
trial 


Allies say security in 
Dohuk not their 
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riot • Reassured by the pre 
DOHUK Iraq (R) - U.S.-led giteniDas who defied <rf coalition *9$^^ 

allies in northern Iraq have dis- home to Kurds are V - 

claimed responsibility for security Friday emptying their war-blasted 

in the provincial town of Dobafc 

half a mOHon people and raising 
the prospect of a coalition witn- 
drawal from northern Iraq by 


Composed of Algeria. Libya. 
Mauritania. Morocco and Tuni- 
sia, the AMU is an embryonic 
North African common market 
dedicated to promoting regional 
integration. 


No regional security without 
Palestinian solution — CCC chief 


KUWAIT (R) — Palestinian Shi- 
hada Abdullah found his 30-year- 
old son Omar Sunday, on trial for 
collaborating with Iraq during its 
occupation of Kuwait. 

Abdullah, who had not seen his 
son since his arrest two months 
ago, recognised him as one of 
four men in the defendants’ bar- 
red courtroom cage, hiding their 
faces from news cameras. 

The collaboration charge car- 
ries a maximum penalty of death. 

The family’s tearful reunion 
was cut short by Kuwaiti soldiers 
who sent the 62-year-old petrol 
station manager and his wife back 
to their seats at the back of the 


where angry Kurds stormed an 
police station. 

_ jere will be no a lli e d re- 
sponse to the distrubance. We are 
here solely to dean up Dohuk 
and resettle refugees,*’ U.S. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Gary Goff, 
bead of the 157-strong allied re- 
covery team in the Iraqi provin- 
cial capital, said Sunday. 

The allies said they would only 
intervene in disturbances if 
humanitarian aid efforts were 
threatened. 

On Saturday, angry Kurds, 
some armed with iron bars, 
stormed a police station in Dohuk 
where they beat several Iraqi 
policemen, saved from serious 
injuries by Kurdish peshmerga 


mid-June. . 

“The Kurds f are very furious 
and strong-wiled people, and 
naturally we are concerned about 
what will happen here after die 
coalition leaves,” said a senior 
Western source in Dohuk. 

Coalition officials expect a 
post-Gulf war U.N. presence, in- 
ducting 500 security guards in the 
Kurdish north, will protect the 
Kurds from possible revenge af- 
ter the allies leave. . 

The Kurds fled from Dohuk m 
March after the collapse of the 
post-Gulf war Kurdish uprising. 


town in the allied secim ^ph dftV: 
residents say security a«n6^n^' 7 
dressed as 
police. 

Coalition and U-N. 
they are taking Bag! .. 
word that all security forces were^? ■ 
removed from Dohuk to spee^^T 
the return of fefti^es. 

Tfaey play down the , ■ 

which protestors burned art'll^?-. : ,; 
flag and called for a - . 

allied presence in Whttk.^ a^ . 
“bjip in an' otherwise smooth?^ ; 
repatriation effort." 

“It was all over 

hour...” the senior Western .qffi'- '". .' 
dal said. - • : ;■ 


RIYADH, Saudi Arabia (AP) — 
Th* nan who is to represent Gulf 
r; -* a proposed Arab-Israeli 
.vnference said Saturday 
-v^l be no real security in 
without a settlement of 
I]... ?'] ..’iinian problem. 

“5er.:rity in the Gulf will :•£- 
i^crmpleie until tension ir. 
t>.s lvlidile East is eliminated, 
msinly by redressing (problems 
efj the Palestinian people and 
die. wing them tc exercise self- 

emanation.” said Abdullah 
Eishara. 

Eishara made the comments in 
a speech to leading Gulf states- 
men in ceremonies marking the 
Gulf Cooperation Council’s 
(GCC.‘ iOth anniversary. 

Th-f 55-year-old Bishara. a 
ca hplomat from Kuwait, has 
• ‘ccretary-general of the six- 
nr.; ; r Irulf Arab alliance since 
its ;':n: r »J:ng on May 25. 1981. 

J.S. Secretary of State James 
Ru’.:er ■ said this month that the 
r.res had agreed to send 
the:r secretary-general as an 
observer to the Arab-Israeli 
pe^cc talks he is trying to 
-.-■nr si 

They .re ejected to discuss 
arms control, environmental and 
other issues with Israel, but not 
outright peace treaties. 

Formerly Kuwaiti ambassador 
to the United Nations, Bishara is 
bes: known abroad for arranging 
a ET.eeri.r.g between the U.N. en- 
voys of the United States and the 


PLO, which led to the ouster of 
the U.S. envoy Andrew Young. 

The GCC states were angered 
by the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation’s (PLO) pro-Iraqi tilt 
during the Gulf war. 

In an interview with the 
Associated Press, Bishara said 
that dispute "will in no way 
diminish our eagerness to see 
decisive solutions" to the Arab- 
Israeli question. 

“But we will participate in the 
projected Arab-Israeli parleys 
more as backers and less as in- 
itiators,” he said. 

The GCC countries — Saudi 
Arabia. Kuwait, the United Arab 
Emirates, Oman. Qatar and 
Bahrain — were not directly in- 
volved in the conflict with Israel, 
he said. 


*‘We are not confrontation 
powers, and we would rather let 
the others who are directly con- 
cerned with the Middle East 
question to handle it." 

The impact of Israel’s powerful 
military force on the region, the 
instability caused by the grie- 
vances of millions of Palestinians 
displaced by Israel and pan-Arab 
sympathy with them have made 
the conflict important to Gulf 
states. 

Bishara also said the Gulf 
alliance will have to develop its 
own military power. 

“A unified Gulf army is an 
unavoidable option,” he said. 


“And until this aspiration becom- 
es reality, we may turn to sisterly 
and friendly powers for help, if 
need be.". 

He was referring to the U.S.- 
led Western forces that evicted 
Iraqi forces from Kuwait last 
February and helped reinstate the 
A1 Sabah dynasty as rulers of the 
tiny emirate. 

Bishara also cited Egypt and 
Syria for "smashing the machina- 
tions” of Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein. 

“We have the firm up the 
mechanics and instruments of col- 
lective security, and this can be 
attained through political, milit- 
ary and economic cooperation 
among the GCC powers." he 
said. 

In his speech, he said the orga- 
nisation "has survived wars and 
crises. We have learned our les- 
son, and we know who to trust 
and who to distrust.” 

Bishara was alluding to the PLO, 
Jordan, Sudan, Yemen and other 
Arab powers that failed to sup- 
port foreign help in ousting Iraq 
from Kuwait. 

Bishara said the “spirit of the 
Damascus pact will govern and 
guide our relations with all Arab 
powers.” 

That post-war pact was signed 
by the GCC countries, Syria and 
Egypt. It stresses the sovereignty 
of individual Arab states and 
rules out military force to settle 


intra-Arab disputes. 

The pact also called for Egypt 
and Syria to form the nucleus of a 
100,000-strong pan- Arab force to 
help defend the GCC countries 
against future threats. 

Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak recently declared he 
was pulling out his forces from 
the Gulf, touching off widespread 
speculation Egvptian-Gulf rela- 
tions were becoming uneasy. 

But Bishara said Egyptian and 
Syrian forces “will always' be 
available" to help defend the 
Gulf region if necessary. 

Bishara said "Gulf security 
arrangements may also include 
Iran," which forms the entire 
eastern shore of the Gulf and has 
Sometimes threatened the Arab 
states of the western shore. 

The GCC countries sided with 
Iraq during its 1980-S8 war with 
Iran. But Iraq’s invasion of 
Kuwait, and Iran's neutrality, 
dramatically shifted the Gulf 
Arabs' security outlook. 

Bishara said that since ail GCC 
states have now restored their ties 
with Tehran "we have to labour 
for regional understanding and 
collaboration.” 

"We desire healthy and de- 
veloping ties between the GCC 
countries and Iran, based on 
mutual interests and confidence.” 

He said Iraq "will not be 
admitted to any Gulf-wide secur- 
ity arrangement." 


court. 

The soldiera sent Abdullah, a 
resident of Kuwait for the past 40 
years, out of the courtroom. He 
sat in the corridor outside and 
wept. 

Omar, a nurse bom in Kuwait, 
faces charges of aiding the Iraqis 
during their seven-month occupa- 
tion of the emirate, and theft. He 
and five other defendants facing 
similar charges pleaded not guil- 
ty. Their cases were postponed to 
June 9. 

The trials of some 200 mostly 
non- Kuwaitis began a week ago 
under close scrutiny by Western 
media and governments. The 
most severe punishment has been 
a 15-year jail term. Five have 
been jailed and six have so far 
been acquitted. 

Representatives of human 
rights organisations including 
Amnesty International, Middle 
East Watch and the International 
Committee of the Red Cross 
attend the proceedings. 

U.S. President George Bush, 
who led a 26-nation coalition 
which drove Iraqi forces out of 
Kuwait in February, said last 
week the proceedings were a 
source of concern to his adminis- 


Iraqi Shiite leader calls 
forU. 



calls for multiparty democracy 
throughout Iraq. _ „ . , 

Leaders of foe Shi ites, who 


NICOSIA, Cyprus (AP) — - The 
head of a Shiite Muslim rebellion 
against Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein called Saturday for a 
U.N .-sponsored referendum in 
that country. . 

Hojatolesfam Baqer Hakim, 
headoffoesupreiM assembyof Ku idish dissidents 

the Islamic Revolution of Iraq, . . ommor Ptkk- 


ing a rift between ft 
pC Hafciin said ShTite. rebds i^ 


cently carried out operations in - ■ 


make up 55 per cent of Iraq’s . . v ^ 

population, have been wary of foe southern cities of Basra mtt 
,*_i_ ._n that &l Amarra. 


the Kurdish talks, fearing that 
they will leave President Saddam 


the Islamic 
reported foe plan' in an interview 
.broadcast, by Tehran Radio, 
monitored here. ' 

He said the plan would guaran- 
tee the rightt of all Iraqis, but 
gave no details. Officials of foe 
groups’s office in Syria said one 
key element was a • .nationwide 
vote on whether Saddam should 
remain in power. 

The Shi’ite proposal comes as 
Kurdish rebels are in Baghdad 
negotiating an autonomy agree- 
ment with the government that 


joined in an uprising against Pres- 
ident Saddam following foe Gulf 
war, But government forces 
largely crushed their forces after 
weeks of fighting. 

Scattered fighting has con- 
tinued in the Shi’ite south and 
Kurdish rebels still hold the high- 
lands to which they retreated 
when Iraqi forces recaptured 
Kurdish cities. 

Hakim said damage to Shi’ite 
shrines caused by foe battles had 
weakened the government, dnv- 


A1 Amarra . 

The radio said explosions from. - L __ 

the fighting were heaixl m r the'.' ^ 
Iranian border, efty of Boston. - 
On Friday, the Shi’ite Dm 
Party office in Syria reported that 
a commander of Iraqi forces m . 
the south, Brig. Ali Husain 

MaazalAl Mouhammadawi, had ; 
revolted a gpmst foe goveronentv • 
dong with his troops and cut the 
road between Basra and m . 
Amarra. 


It also said that dashes were 
continuing in other southern 
dtiesi But the reports could not 
be independently confirmed.. 
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American academies plan return to Beirut 


By Ragip Erten 
Reuter 

DUBAI — American academics 
forced out during Lebanon’s civil 
war by foe muider and kidnap- 
ping of their colleagues are pre- 
paring to return to their posts at 
the American University of 
Beirut (AUB). 

“I do not want to advertise the 
time of my return, but we can say 
soon," said AUB President 
Frederic Herter, who last saw the 
city at the height of the civil war. 

“Prospects in Beirut are now 
talking good,” he told Reutcre in 
an interview in Dubai. 

Herter has ran the university 
from New York since he was 
appointed to suceed Malcolm 
Kerr, who was shot dead on the 
AUB campus in predominantly 
Muslim west Beirut in January 
1984. 

The university, set up in 1866 
as the Middle East’s first English- 
language higher education in- 
stitution, never dosed its doors in 
16 yean of fighting although its 
east Beirut annex shut for four 
months last year doe to inter- 
Christian clashes. 

The AUB, which attracted stu- 


dents from Africa and Asia as 
well as the Middle East, was a 
prime target for hostage-takers 
although it is independent with 
no connection to foe U.S. gov- 
ernment. 

Dean of Agriculture Thomas 
Sutherland and Deputy Com- 
ptroller Joseph James Gdppio — 
kidnapped in 1985 and 1986 re- 
spectively — are among the six 
Americans still held captive in 
Lebanon. Three Britons, two 
Germans and an I talian are also 


Since Syrian-backed Lebanese 
troops drove oat the militias to 
remote greater Beirut late last 
year, life has begun to return to 
normal in the devastated 
Mediterranean port. 

“Hie American ambassador is 
back in Beirut, and Americans 
are returning to live. But the 
unofficial travel ban of foe .state 
department is still on," Herter 


administrators and fallow pupils 
until the arrival of Syrian troops 
!in the mid-1980s. 

The medical school’s hospital 
was bombed but it continued to 
treat civil war casualties. 

Some 85 artillery shells fell on 
the campus during foe last phase 
of fighting between two rival 
Christian militias last year but it 
remained largely intact. “Com- 
pared to foe rest of Beirut we got 
off very lightly,” Herter said. 

Heiters deputy Ibrahim Salti, a 
Jordanian, handles the day-to- 
day running of the university in 
Lebanon. 

“We have a veiy good com- 
munication system between New 
York and Beirut and Dr. Salti 
and I talk virtually every day,” 
Herter said, adding that he used 


them?" stud a 1960s graduate, 
now a senior information officer 
in a Gulf state. 

Assassinated Kerr’s predeces- 
sor David Dodge was kidnapped 
from the campus in 1982 during 
the Israeli invasion of Lebanon 
and freed a year later. 

Librarian Peter Kilbuin, seized 
in 1984, was killed in 1986 in wht 
bis kidnappers said was retalia- 
tion for a U.S. air raid on Libya. 
AUB Hospital Director David 
Jacobsen was kidnapped in 1985 
and released in 1987. Irishman 
Brian Keenan, who taught En- 
glish at AUB, was kidnapped in 
1986 and freed last year. 

The university's east Beirut 
annex, opened in 1976 for 30 
students and now has 1,300, a 
third of foe total enrolment. The 


to travel to nearby Cyprus to two campuses were reintegrated 
meet faculty, staff and students, last year. 


The proportion of foreign 
pupils among the 5,000 that enter 
every year fell to seven or eight 
per cent during the war from 40 
per cent in early 1970s. 

Armed students harassed 


He said his non-American staff 
had kept up foe American style of 
education during the war, though 
some former graduates say stan- 
dards have dropped over foe last 
decade. 

“The kids who came out of 
AUB since 1980 are not up to foe 
old standards but who can blame 


Herter and Salti were in Dubai 
on a tour of Gulf states to seek 
support and funds for the uni- 
versity. 

More than 3,000 AUB gradu- 
ates work in foe region — Gulf 
nationals, Lebanese, Palestinians 
and others. Some are ministers 
and others top ranking officials. 


tration. 

Defence lawyers say foe defen- 
dants were tortured and made 
confessions under duress. 

Kuwhit has affirmed the trials 
are fair in response to accusations 
by diplomats and non-Kuwaiti 
residents of a witch-hunt against 
members of expatriate communi- 
ties, particularly Palestinians. 

There were some 400,000 
Palestinians, mostly holding 
Jordanian passports, in Kuwait 
before Iraq invaded last August. 
They now number no more than 
200,000. 

Palestinians say they have been 
victimised because of Palestine 
Liberation Organisation support 
for Iraq during the Gulf crisis. 

A front-page editorial in Sun- 
day’s A1 Fajr A1 Jadid (new 
dawn) daily commended the 
judiciary’s handling of the trials. 

“Kuwait's enemies expected, 
or let us say hoped for, a flurry of 
death sentences so they could 
create an uproar against Kuwait, 
the judiciary of Kuwait and the 
reputation of Kuwait. 

“They waited in vain for some- 
thing they could call unjust to 
coiqe from the bastion of im- 
partiality and justice...” 

Trials are held before a five- 
man martial law court whose 
decision is final. 

Defence lawyer Emad A1 Saif, 
who is handling about 15 col- 
laboration cases, told Reuters 
Sunday many of the defendants 
had been tortured immediately 
|- after their arrest by police, army 
troops or members of foe Kuwaiti 
resistance. 

Abdullah showed Reuters a 
piece of paper which he said was 
a letter from his son saying he had 
confessed to stealing a car after 
being tortured with electric 
shocks. 

“Dear father, beloved mother, 
pray for me that my ordeal comes 
to an end,” it read. 


Kuwait considering options 
to finance reconstruction 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait’s fi- 
nance minister said in remarks 
published Saturday that selling oil 
“borrowed" from Gulf allies was 
an option being studied to finance 
foe rebuilding of Kuwait after the 
Gulf war. 

Nasser Abdulla Al Rodhan was 
quoted as saying the other two 
options were commercial borrow- 
ing and the use of the emirate’s 
huge overseas investments. 

He acknowledged that the gov- 
ernment had a liquidity problem 
in financing reconstruction but 
gave no figures and the London- 
based Sawt A1 Kuwait (Voice of 
Kuwait) newspaper provided no 
direct quotes. 

It was believed to be the first 
time the government had spelled 
out its options for the financing of 
the rebuilding of Kuwait. 

Western media reports say the 
government is having problems 
raising short term finance be- 
cause Western banks want col- 
lateral in foe form of investments 
or future *oif production. 

The cost of reconstruction is 
estimated at between $30 and 


$100 billion. Much of foe total 
will have to be spent on repairing 
the wrecked oil industry, main- 
stay of the country’s wealth. 

Iraq’s troops set some 500 wells 
ablaze and opened the taps on 
others. Oilmen say it could be 
more than a year before Kuwait 
produces at its pre-war level of 
two million harries per day. 

The minister said borrowing oil 
from its Gulf neighbours was one 
option under review. This is 
allowed under rules of the Orga- 
nisation of Petroleum Exporting 
Countries (OPEC). 

Saudi Arabia, a staunch backer 
of Kuwait, could produce extra 
barrels, oil sources said. It is 
currently pumping more than 
eight million b/d but is tHbught to 
have the capacity for 10 million. 

Oil industry sources said there 
were reports that members of the 
six-nation Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) would meet in 
Riyadh at the end of the month to 
discuss a Kuwaiti request to bor- 
row oil. 

The GCC states are Saudi Ara- 
bia, Kuwait, the United Arab 


Emirates, Bahrain, Oman and 
Qatar. Ail but Bahrain and 
Oman are OPEC. states... 

The Kuwaiti minister was also 
quoted a saying another option 
was to “register its assets and 
investments abroad.” 

“As a result Kuwait would get 
liquidity to overcome a liquidity 
problem and finance foe recon- 
struction programme," the news- 
paper said. 

Kuwait's overseas assets, which 
include shares in British Pet- 
roleum, Daimler Benz, the U.S.- 
based oil firm Santa Fe and a 
network of refineries and filling 
stations in Europe are valued at 
up to $120 billion, bankers said. 

“It looks as though he is saying 
the assets could be used ot secure 
loans,” one foreign banker in 
Kuwait said. “In foe past that is 
something they were most reluc- 
tant to do.” 

The third option, the newspap- 
er said, was “purely commercial 
transactions by borrowing from 
international commercial banks.” 
The daily gave no other details. 
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Algeria says strike failed 




ALGIERS (R) — Algerian 
Prime Minister Mouloud Ham- 
rouche said an indefinite general 
strike called by Muslim fun- 
damentalists had failed. 

“According to information in 
my possession, I can say foe strike 
has failed.” he said on television 
Saturday night. 

“We are against political 
strikes, which contradi ct de mo- 
cratic logic and the constitution. 
Trade unions have the right to 
strike but not political parties,” 
he added. 

The strike was called Saturday 


by the Islamic Salvation Front 
(FIS), the largest opposition par- 
ty, in support of a series of 
demands related to the country’s 
first multi-party elections June 
27. 

The walkout has been largely 
ignored with major industries, 
including the oil and gas sector, 
working normally. 

FIS spokesman claimed the 
strike was between 40 and 70 per 
cent effective in areas such as 
Oran in the west and Btida south 
of Algiers. Eyewitnesses said 
there was no disruption of econo- 


mic activity. 

The only incident reported was 
when a freight train was halted by 
fundamentalist unionists, causing 
delays to suburban passenger ser- 
vices. 

A few thousand FIS supporters 
dressed in white spent the night 
sleeping in public squares in 
Algiers. 

The FIS wants new electoral 
laws scrapped, claiming they 
favour candidates of foe ruling 
National Liberation Front Party 
in office since independence 29 
years ago. 
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Arana!— Orthodox Cbarch 

775261. 

Syrian Orthodox Church Td. 771751. 
Amman Interaatknal Church Td. 

685326. 

Luther— Cburcb Tel: 

81 1295. 

The Cbarch a f J>es<a Christ at Latter- 
Day Saints Td. 815817. 654932. 
Cburcb of Nuzartae Td. 675691. 


WEATHER 


bulletin supplied ?■» the Department of 
! leicorvlogy. 


h will be relatively cold and partly 
cloudy and there will be a chance for 
scattered showers of rain. Winds will 
be northwesterly fresh, causing dust in 
desert areas, in Aqaba, winds will be 
northerly fresh and seas wavy. 


MinTmax. temp. 
Amman 12 / 21 


Aqaba 20/3* 

Jordan Valley 19/30 

Yesterday's high temperatures; Am- 
man 24. Aqaba 34. Humidity readings: 
Amman 55 per cent, Aqaba 24 per 
cent. 

USEFUL TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Mohammad Manaa 741444 

Dr. Anwar A1 Haj HISS 

Dr. Abdul AazTaboun 783708 

Dr. Yousef Sammour 615648 

Firas pharmacy 66191- 

Ftardows pharmacy 7X^6 

AlAscma pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy ^72 

Yacoub pharmacy 

Shmefeani pharmacy 63766U 


IRBID: 

Dr. Hamdi Barham H 

Al Sharaa' pharmacy 275825 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Ziad Hawatmch ( — ) 

Khalifch pharmacy 985417 

emergencies 

Food Control Centre 637111 

Civil Defence Department 661111 

Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 

Civil Defence Emergency ■■■ 

Rescue Police 192. 621 1 1 1. 637777 

Fire Brigade 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 

Public Sccuity Department WtDZl 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661 1 ™ 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Municipality 


Complaints 787111 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calk 01 0230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs - 62310! 

Abdali Telephone Rcpaiis 661101 

Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan 7741 1 1 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority ... 815615 
Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Flight Information 08-53200 

Oucca Alia Inti. Airport 06-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 

KhalkH Maternity. J. Aron ... 644281/6 
Akilch Maternity. J. Am*.... 642441/2 

Jnbal Amman Maternity 642362 

Malhas. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmcisani 664171/4 

Shmcisarii Hospital 669131 

University Honwtal 845845 


Al-Muasbcr Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdali 666127/37 

Al-Abli. Abdali 664164/6 

Italian. Al-Muhajrecn 777101/3 

Al- Bashir. J. Ashrsfich 775111/26 

Army. Marka 891611/15 

Ouccfl Alia Hospital 602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

ZARQA: 

Zarna Govt. Hospital (09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital .. (09)991071 
Ibn Sina Hospital (09)986732 

IRBID: 

Princess Basma Hospital .. (02) 275535 
Greek Catholic Hospital (02)272275 

Ibn Al Nafccs Hospital (02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital .... (0313X411 1 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN AU A 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) information depart- 


ment at the Queen AUa International 
Airport Tel. (GSJ53200-5, where it 
should a /ways be verified. 

ABRWALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal 1) 

rsi-ta Dhahran(RJ) 

10:15 - - Jeddah. Sannaa(RJ) 

Ifc45 Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

11:15 Larnaca, Damascus (RJ) 

17-JO Riyadh (RJ) 

19HW Tunis. Casablanca (RJ) 

Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

14.-S5 Bahrain (GF) 

2fc05 Cairo (MS) 

DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal 1) 

Riyadh (RJ) 

i ” Montreal. New York (RJ) 

28-45 Bahrain. Doha (RJ) 

2|:30 Dubai. Muscat (RJ) 

Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

14-55 Bahrain (GF) 


»55 ...» Cairo (MS) 

MARKET PRICES 

UppcrHowcr price in Rb per kg. 

Apple 550 / 500 

Banana — 500 / 450 

Banana (Mukammar) 450 / 400 

Beans 450 / 400 

Broad beans 480 / 400 

Cabbage 140/ 100 

Cam* 180/140 

Cauliflower 180/120 

Cucumbers (large) .. — 120/80 

Cucumbers (small) ;. 250/200 

Eggplant 350/300 

Garik 480 / 400 

Lemon 320 / 280 

Lettuce (per one) 150/100 

Marrow (large) 120/80 

Marrow (small) 270/220 

Onion (dry) 160 / 120 

Onion (green) 170/120 

Orwific - 350/200 

Pepper (hot) 240 / 200 

Pepper (sweet) 220/180 

Potato 280 / 220 

Radish 150/100 

Sage 450 / 350 

Tomatoes 270/220 

Watermelon 300 / 150 
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Algeria symposium tackles 
economic policy within an 
Islamic perspective — official 


AMMAN (Petra) — Director 
General of the Orphan's Fund 
Abdul Salam Al Abbadi Sunday 
returned home after taking part 
in a symposium, on economic 
policy within an Islamic perspec- 
tive. which was held in Algeria 
last week. 

In an arrival statement Mr. 
Abbadi said the symposium was 
held by the Algeria University of 
Satif in cooperation with the 
Jeddah-based Islamic Institute 
for Training and Research. 

The symposium tackled various 
subjects, including financing the 
development plans in the Muslim 
World and defining relations be- 
tween the private and public sec- 
tors, he said. 

He added that he presented 
three working papers at the sym- 


posium on objectives of the Isla- 
mic law and achieving the welfare 
and happiness of mankind, pri- 
vate property — its restriction:, 
and social functions — and the 
legal and moral bases for econo- 
mic behaviour from an Islamic 
point of view. 

He noted that the symposium 
came up with a number of recom- 
mendations in the field of econo- 
mic policies, focussing on the 
need to lake balanced measures, 
capable of advancing nationaJ 
economy and providing equal 
opportunities for all citizens. 

Taking pan in the symposium 
were a number of researchers and 
scholars from Jordan. Syria. 
Saudia Arabia. Sudan. Algeria. 
Iraq, Libya. Morocco. Tunisia. 
Mauritania and Egypt. 


Health Ministry issues 
rules for admission 
to University Hospital 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Health 
Ministry Sunday issued new reg- 
ulations governing admission to 
the University of Jordan Hospital 
in accordance with an agreement 
concluded between the ministry 
and the hospital last month. 

Under the new regulations, pa- 
tients covered byu medical insur- 
ance can be transferred to the 
University Hospital by the Minis- 
ter of Health or the body he 
designates to act on his behalf in 
tills respect, or by specialist doc- 
tors working in other hospitals 
after filling in referral forms and 
having them officially sealed. 

Patients can also be referred to 
the University Hospital by spe- 
cialist doctors working in compre- 
hensive health centres, after hav- 
ing approval from the centre's 
director. 

People unable to cover the 
expenses of their treatment will 
be referred to the hospital after 


studying their social situation, 
provided that they are in posses- 
sion of a report from a specialist 
doctor, saying that treatment 
facilities qre not available at the 
ministry's hospitals. 

The regulations cited the non- 
availability of treatment facilities 
at the ministry's hospitals or the 
need for specialised treatment 
which is not provided at the 
ministry's hospitals, as reasons 
for referral. 

Under the agreement, a sub-" 
scriber to the medical insurance 
plan or any beneficiary who com- 
es at the University Hospital 
directly without any referral shall 
pay almost 30 per cent of the 
medical treatment costs. 

Subscribers and beneficiaries 
covered by medical insurance 
under the first category, can go to 
the University of Jordan: Hospit- 
al directly without any prior re- 
ferral. the agreement said. 


Conference to review 
Arab countries’ issues 


AMMAN (Petra) — A three-day 
pan-Arab conference on the state 
of 'Arab Nation and the^dial- 
lenges facing it starts hereiMoh- 
day. 

Taking part in the conference 
are a number of Arab intellec- 
tuals and thinkers, who will also 
be discussing other issues includ- 
ing the economic impact of the 
Gulf crisis on Arab countries’ 
human rights, Arab unity and 
solidarity. 

They will also discuss two 
working papers on pan-Arab 
security and effects of world poli- 


tical order on it as well as the 
relation between national secur- 
ity and the situation in the various 
Arab countries. 

The second working paper 
tackles such issues as constitu- 
tional and legal guarantees of 
human rights in the Arab coun- 
tries. 

The conference, which is the 
second of its kind, has become a 
yearly function designed to dis- 
cuss the situation of the Arab 
Nation and its vital issues. The 
first conference was held in Tunis 
in March 1990. 


HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


Minister to announce awards regulations 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Culture and Youth Khaied AI 
Karaki Monday bolds a press conference at the Hussein Youth 
City during which he will talk about the regulations governing 
Domination for winning the state meritorious awards, as approved 
by the Cabinet. The awards are usually awarded on Nov. 14 of 
each year, to coincide with His Majesty King Hussein's birthday. 

JTV opens studio in Maan 

MAAN (Petra) — Jordan Television has opened a studio m Maan 
with staff to conduct coverage of events in the south. A Radio and 
Television Corporation official said that Maan was chosen 
because it acquires a central position within the southern regions 
and because the city played a leading role in the Great Arab 
Revolt. 

IOM repatriates 40,774 in May 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The International Organisation for Migration 
(IOM) has just released an update for its operations and released 
details about financial pledges contributing to its humanitarian 
missions. Press release said that as of April 30 IOM had assisted a 
total of 40,774 persons to return to their countries of origin. These 
included Egyptians, Sudanese, Vietnamese, Indians, Yemenis, 


-li'iBlt ii, i.rr 


took place principally from Jordan. By the end of last month, it 
added, IOM had received pledges of-S19 million, against which 
$16.6 million had been received. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

The following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 
the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 
time and place with the concerned institutions. 

exhibition 




‘.MU 


by Ahmad Nawash and Yasser Dnweik at Abdul 
Sh opmn Foundation (10 km — 5 p.m.) 

FASHION SHOW 




Berando at the Plaza HoteL The show tadndes top quality 


I, «>Fll.,lf:TTTT:T7 


culture. 


nun 


☆ French film entitled “La Vie de Famffle” at the French 
Cultural Centre — 8.*00 P-u». 



Prime Minister Mutter* Budraa Sunday holds talks with Indonesian Trade Minister Arifin Siregar 
(Petra photo) 

Jordan, Indonesia stress 
need to boost trade ties 


AMMAN (Petra) — The visiting 
Indonesian trade minister Sunday 
lauded Jordan's stand vis-a-vis 
the Gulf crisis and said that it 
reflected far-sightedness and poli- 
tical wisdom that enabled the 
Kingdom to survive the crisis. 

By adopting a neutral policy 
with regard to the Gulf crisis, 
Jordan has been able to protect 
its achievements and remain cap- 
able to pursue development, Mr. 
Arifin Siregar said at a meeting 
with Prime Minister Mudar Bad- 
ran. 

“Jordan’s stand was based on 
His Majesty King Hussein's prin- 
ciples and policies which have 
guided the country since its estab- 
lishment,” the prime minister re- 
plied. 

Mr. Badran also lauded 
Jordanian-Indonesian relations 
and stressed the need for the two 
countries to open the way for 
further bolstering relations 
through business and trade and 
exchange of visits by Indonesian 
and Jordanian businessmen , and 
organising trade fairs. 

The Indonesian trade minister 
voiced his country's appreciation 
of the Jordanian government for 
allowing it the opportunity to 
display samples of its products in 
Amman, opening the way for 
bolstering bilateral trade and ex- 
change of expertise in industry, 
for discussing joint ventures' rri 
food processing and the manufac- 
ture of iron, steel and fertilisers. 

The two sides emphasised the 


need to promote Indonesian 
trade in the Arab region and in 
Europe, through Jordan, which, 
they said, has a unique geog- 
raphic location in the Middle East 
area. 

The Indonesian minister earlier 
had talks on bilateral trade with 
Minister of Industry and Trade 
Ziyad Fariz who welcomed the 
delegation's visit as an important 
step on the road to increase the 
volume of trade and to bolster 
bilateral relations. 

“Indonesian investors can be- 
nefit from opportunities available 
in Jordan and can launch joint 
industrial ventures with Jorda- 
nian businessmen in the free 
zones.” said Mr. Fariz at the 
meeting attended by the Indone- 
sian delegation members and 
Jordanian officials. 

“Indonesians can also launch 
ventures on their own and can 
benefit from Jordan's economic 
and trade agreements with other 
Arab countries to which they can 
sell their national products.” Mr. 
Fariz added. 

Mr. Siregar said his delegation 
was impressed by Jordan's de- 
velopment and the infrastructure 
available for economic and trade 
operations and industry. His 
visits to the Arab Potash Com- 
pany and the Port of Aqaba 
Saturday, the minister said, en- 
hanced his belief that the King- 
dom possesses great import, ex- 
port and trade potentials. 

“Numerous opportunities exisr 


for promoting trade and increas- 
ing imports and exports between 
Indonesia and Jordan, and the 
delegation's current visit gave the 
Indonesians a good idea about 
the types of products that can be 
exchanged with the Jordanian 
market.” Mr. Siregar said. 

After the official meeting, the 
Indonesian delegation members 
heard a detailed briefing on Jor- 
dan's economy, the Kingdom's 
trade with European. Asian and 
Arab countries and losses sus- 
tained as a result of the Gulf crisis 
which, according to the officials, 
reached SI. 5 billion. 

The Jordanian side attending 
the meeting included the direc- 
tors of the Jordan Phosphate 
Mines Company, the Arab 
Potash Company and president of 
the Amman Chamber of Industry 
and ministry officials. 

Finance Minister Basel Jar- 
daneh met the Indonesian trade 
minister to discuss financial proc- 
edures to settle trade between 
Indonesia and Jordan, 

Later Mr. Jardaneh told the- 
Jordan News Agency, Petra, that 
the two sides had reviewed ways 
of increasing the volume of trade 
and developing economic and 
financial cooperation. The two 
sides he said, also discussed pros- 
pects for Indonesian businessmen 
benefiting from Jordan’s free 
zone in Aqaba where Indonesia 
can make use of the warehouses 
for various commodities en route 
for sale in other countries. 


Fair aims at boosting volume of 
trade between Jordan and Indonesia 


By Maha Addasi 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The visiting In- 
donesian trade delegation Sun- 
day displayed samples of their 
national products at the Mar- 
riott Hotel and met with Jorda- 
nian businessmen interested in 
their products as a way of 
increasing the volume of trade 
between Indonesia and Jor- 
dan. 

Indonesian manufacturers, 
traders and company owners 
specialising in plywood, coffee, 
tea, textiles, shoes, and steel, 
among other things, partici- 
pated in this exhibition. 

Many Indonesian traders 
were encouraged by the turn- 
out of businessmen from Jor- 
dan. “We came here not know- 
ing what to expect as this is the 
first such Indonesian delega- 
tion to Jordan,” the president 
of a company specialising in 
selling coffee and spices said. 
“After today’s exhibition I am 
pleasantly surprised by the 
number of Jordanians who are 
seriously interested in trade 
with Indonesia.” 

According to Director of 
Directorate for Foreign Trade 
Relations Gofar Bain, who is 
also secretary of the trade mis- 


sion. the volume of trade be- 
tween Jordan and Indonesia is 
not very large, but that volume 
does nor reflect the full trade 
potential between the two 
countries. 

He added that Indonesia 
mostly imported phosphate 
and potash from Jordan and 
expressed hope that other pro- 
ducts could be traded between 
the two countries, citing tex- 
tiles, and palm oil as possibili- 
ties. 

Jordanian traders showed a 
great deal of interest in textiles 
in the trade exhibition. “I am 
very impressed by the genuine 
interest that traders are taking 
in clothing." Fatchiyah 
Ahmad, the director of a com- 
pany specialising in textiles 
said. 

At a press conference held 
by the Indonesian Minister of 
Trade Arifin M. Siregar at the 
Ministry of Trade and Industry 
Sunday, he expressed hope 
that the Indonesian companies 
could cooperate with Jorda- 
nian companies to export 
goods to neighbouring Arab 
countries, like Iraq, and also to 
the Gulf market as a whole. 

“One Indonesian company 
is presently looking into rent- 
ing a warehouse in Aqaba free 
zone in order to export In- 


donesian goods there and dis- 
play them to Jordanians and to 
people from surrounding coun- 
tries.” Dr. Siregar said. 

He continued saying that 
trade between Indonesia and 
Jordan had reached a volume 
of $70 million, with Jordan 
exporting $55 million. Dr. 
Siregar said that the time was 
ripe for increasing the volume 
of trade, “in the past Indone- 
sia emphasised on the 
Japanese, the United States 
and the European Community 
markets and it is time to diver- 
sify our markets,” Dr. Siregar 
said. 

“We want to increase trade 
both ways between Jordan and 
Indonesia. This mission s only 
the first step of introduction 
between the two countries in 
order for traders from the two 
countries to familiarise them- 
selves with the trade poten- 
tials,” Dr. Siregar said. 

He added that Indonesia had 
adopted a policy to decrease its 
dependence on oil and gas. “In 
1982 Indonesia's income from 
oil and gas made up 80 per 
cent. By 1990 only 40 per cent 1 
of income came from these 
sources,” he said adding that 
this was 3 policy Indonesia would : 
continun to adopt. j 


Education system needs 
improving, revision — minister 


\ if 



AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of 
Education Abdullah A! Akaileh 
admitted Sunday that the educa- 
tion system in Jordan was basical- 
ly weak and said that the country 
was in need of a comprehensive 
revision of its educational system 
from the primary stage to the 
university stage. 

“The Ministry of Education is 
currently trying to improve the 
situation by overcoming points of 
weakness in the education- 
learning process, and is following 
new guidelines and principles to 
achieve that goal,” Mr. Akaileh 
said. , 

Addressing a meeting of direc- 


tors of government schools in the 
Amman area. Mr. Akaileh said 
that one way towards improve- 
ment would be a real appraisal of 
the teachers' performance in 
schools. He said the ministry had 
adopted a new mechanism • for 
such evaulation through constant 
visits to the schools by the direc- 
tors of education and educational 
supervisors. 

“This year will witness rhe 
birth of a new educational curri- 
culum for the first, fifth and ninth 
grades and the ministry plans to 
apply the curriculum at the begin- 
ning of the coming scholastic 


year.” said Mr. Akaileh at the 
meeting which also reviewed mat- 
ters related to genera] school 
examinations and transfers of 
teachers for the coming scholastic 
year. 

"There is need for an adminis- 
trative reform to go hand in hand 
with the ministry's plan for edu- 
cational development.” said the 
minister. 

The minister also announced 
that plans were evaluation for 
holding intensive training courses 
for teachers, by the end of July, 
to train at least 500 men and 
women educational and schools 
supervisors. 


Minister warns of Israel’s 
expansionist, Judaising plans 


AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of 
Awqaf and Islamic Affairs Ibra- 
him Kilani Sunday warned the 
Arabs of an Israeli plan to en- 
large the perimeters of the grea- 
ter Jerusalem area including the 
Arab part of the city which was 
illegally annexed after the 1967 
war. and said that the plan envis- 
aged the annexation of five Arab 
towns and hundreds of villages 
whose Arab population will be 
eventually evicted from their 
homeland. 

Addressing a press conference, 
the minister described Israel’s 
plot as a new provocative and 
arbitrary design aimed at Judais- 
ing further parts of the Holy 
Land. 

"The expansion of the present 
boundaries of the Holy City is 
primarily aimed ar forcing the 
Arab population to leave the holy 
places of Jerusalem, including Al 
Aqsa Mosque, so that no Arabs 
or Muslims can defend the holy 
shrine in ease oi future Israeli 
measures directed against the 
holy site,” the minister said. 

He said that this would be the 
first step towards Judaising the 
whole of Jerusalem, with all its 
holy sites, prior to demolishing 
Al Aqsa Mosque to reconstruct 
the Jewish temple in its place. 

"The plan is in line with Israel's 
1975 announcement of its inten- 
tion to build the so-called greater 
Jerusalem, a plot which first en- 
tails driving out the inhabitants of 
Al Aizerieh, Abu Dees. Hay Al 
Raam, Beer NabaJa and other 
Arab districts adjoining the Holy 
City." the minister said at the 
press conference. 


“Once the annexation plans 
are implemented, the Arab in- 
habitants will be faced with heavy 
taxes which would eventually 

force them to abandon their 
homes and lands.” Dr. Kilani 
pointed out. 

He reminded his audience of 
Israel's 1969 burning of Al Aqsa 
Mosque and noted that the 
ongoing excavations under the 
mosque were designed to help the 
Israelis achieve their dreams of 
demolishing the shrine to pave 
the way for the Jewish temple. 

Dr. Kilani gave details about 
the Israeli plan and said it en- 
tailed expanding Jerusalem from 
the village of Sinjel, in the occu- 
pied Arab territories, just north 
of Ramallah in the north, to the 
village of Beit Fajjar, near Heb- 
ron in the south. 

He said the whole annex would 
be something like 45 kilometres 
from north to south and 15 
kilometres from east to west, with 
a ratal area of around 446,000 
dunums. 

According to the minister, the 
plan would encompass Ramallah, 
Al Bireh, Bethlehem, Beit Jala 
and Beit Sahour towns along with 
45 Arab villages strewn all 
around these towns in the West 
Bank. 

“The most sinister aim of the 
whole plan is the eviction of 
250,000 Arab inhabitants from 
these areas to be replaced by 
around 100,000 Jewish settlers, 
thus raising by three-fold the 
present number of settlers in the 
Arab areas.” Dr. Kilani pointed 
out. 

The minister appealed to the 



Ibrahim Kilani 

leaders of Arab and Islamic na- 
tions to save AJ Aqsa Mosque 

and the other Islamic holy shrines 
from the looming danger. 

Minister Kilani said that the 
recent transfer of Ethiopian Jews 
to occupied Palestine and the 
ongoing process of Soviet and 
other European Jewish migration 
to Palestine constituted a first 
step aimed at establishing the 
so-cailed grearer Israel in the 
Arab region. 

“A great number of the new 
comers are now being settled in 
Arab areas, a process which pro- 
vides evidence that the Israelis 
will never pull out from the occu- 
pied Arab lands.” he said. 

Addressing the press conference 
was Fayez Jaber. the secretary 
general of the Royal Commission 
on Jerusalem Affairs, who 
pointed out that the Israeli col- 
onies established Arab land are 
now estimated at 286, and on the 
increase, in total defiance of 
U.N. resolutions. 


APU meeting emphasises need 
to support, assist Palestinians 


AMMAN (Petra) — An Arab 
Parliamentary Union (APU) 
meeting, which was concluded in 
Tripoli, Libya. Sunday, passed a 
number of resolutions "and recom- 
mendations aimed at ending dif- 
ferences among Arab countries 
and paving the ground for Arab 
solidarity, according to Parlia- 
ment Speaker Abdul Latif Ara- 
biyat who took pan in the meet- 
ings. 

“The parliamentarians empha- 
sised the need for the Arab coun- 
tries to provide support and 
assistance to the Palestinian peo- 
ple under occupation to help 
them resist Israel's practices and 
maintain their steadfastness.” 
Dr. Arabiyat noted in a state- 
ment to Radio Jordan. 

He said that the APU called on 
the Arab League to speed up the 


implementation of all Arab sum- 
mit resolutions and to introduce 
badly needed amendments to the 
Arab League statute in order to 
enhance the process of Arab uni- 
ty- 

Dr. Arabiyat said that the par- 
liamentarians called on the Arab 
countries to work out unified and 
concerted strategies designed to 
restore inter-Arab confidence 
and pave the way for erasing the 
negative traces of the Gulf war. 

Furthermore, the parliamenta- 
rians voiced absolute support for 
the Palestinians' intifada and con- 
sidered the Palestine problem as 
the central issue for the Arab 
World, requiring further joint 
efforts to support the Palestinian 
efforts for freedom. Dr. Arabiyat 
said. 


He said the Arab parliamenta- 
rians urged Arab governments to 
give the Palestine question prior- 
ity over all other issues at the 
International Parliamentary Un- 
ion (IPU) meetings, where, he 
said, the Arabs should demand a 
denunciation of Israel's practices 
and illegal actions. 

Dr. Arabiyat said that the 
APU meeting also dwelt on the 
Lebanese question, with emphasis 
on that country's independence 
and territorial sovereignly and 
integrity, and voiced concern 
over the situation in Somalia 
where the inhabitants are facing 
civil strife.. 

He saiti that the parliamenta-i 
rians urged Arab countries to 
provide all possible assistance to 
the Somali people. 


Conference to endorse 
the national charter 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A national 
conference to endorse the nation- 
al charter will be held in Amman 
on June 9 and His Majesty King 
Hussein will deliver a nation-wide 
address on the occasion, accord- 
ing ro an announcement by 
Ahmad Obeidar, chairman of the 
Royal Commission entrusted 
with drawing up the charter. 

The coming conference. Mr. 
Obeidat said in a statement to the 
Jordan News Agency. Petra, will 
be attended by representatives of 
various local organisations and 
invited heads of different political 
and social groups in die country 
who will endorse the charter. 

The 60-member Royal Com- 
mission was entrusted in April 
1990 to draw up the national 
charter which would regulate 
political life in the countiy: the 
commission finalised work on the 
charter draft last December be- 
fore it was presented to King 
Hussein. 

Mr. Obeidat had said that the 
charter emphasised the identity 
of the Hashemite Kingdom of 
Jordan and provided for concepts 
and principles that can pave the 
way for political pluralism, 
which, in turn, can enhance the 
concept of law domination and 
safeguard human rights and pub- 
lic liberties. 

Mr. Obeidat told Al Dustour 
daily Sunday that he expected 
2,000 personalities to attend the 
national conference which would 
hold a general discussion on the 
charter before its approval. 

Asked why it took so long to 
convene the national conference 











Ahmad Obeidat 

to endorse the national charter. 
Mr. Obeidat attributed the delay 
to the political and military 
events that occurred during 1990. 
' “Jordan was never in isolation 
from these serious developments, 
and it was neither practical nor 
reasonable to convene such an 
important national conference 
amidst the dangerous situation 
facing the Arab region,” Mr. 
Obeidat added. 

Asked if the coming national 
conference would debate the va- 
rious articles of the charter or just 
endorse its general ideas. Mr. 
Obeidat said that it was not possi- 
ble to have such a conference 
discuss in detail what the Royal 
Commission had approved. 'Two 
thousand people can not possibly 
be asked to return to square one 
and start discussing the charter 
right from the start as this is only 


a waste of time," Mr. Obeidat 
noted. 

He said that the Royal Com- 
mission had discussed every de- 
tail of the charter before approv- 
ing a final version that was sub- 
mined to the King and the char- 
ter could now serve as an impor- 
tant tool for further development 
in the Kingdom. 

Mr. Obeidat noted that the 
charter contained principles and 
controls for future political par- 
ties in Jordan which would be 
functioning within the framework 
of the Jordanian constitution. He 
said that the government also had 
its own views and any decision on 
political parties could be based 
on benefits from experiments in 
other Arab countries. 

To carry out its task, the com- 
mission members were grouped 
in five committees discussing a 
range of issues including politics, 
education, culture, economic and 
social affairs as well as Jordanian- 
Palestinian relations. 

After finalising the charter's 
draft. King Hussein met with the 
commission members and de- 
scribe cf the charter as the founda- 
tion and springboard for the na- 
tion's various forces towards the 
fulfilment of nationaJ aspirations. 

Democracy, said the King, can- 
not be complete without plural- 
ism which can be exercised under 
the umbrella of a national charter 
backed by the people and in an 
atmosphere of free competition 
among various political groups in 
a drive to provide service to the 
homeland and to ensure its prog- 
ress. 


Jordan to attend Rome meeting 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan will 
take part in the annual meeting of 
the International Fund for Agri- 
cultural Development's Board of 
Governors, which will be held in 
Rome, Wednesday. 

Participants will discuss at the 


two-day meeting problems facing 
the agricultural sector in develop- 
ing countries and means of 
addressing such problems. 

TTiey will also discuss issues 
pertaining to world food security, 
means of addressing the popula- 


tion growth problems and provid- 
ing sufficient food to the people 
all over the world. 

The Jordanian delegation will 
be headed by Planning Minister 
Khalid Amin Abdullah. 
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Deportees Vs. immigrants: 
4 out, 15,000 come in 

ON THE surface it would seem reassuring that the U.N. 
Security Council has unanimously deplored Israel’s expul- 
sion of four Pal estinians and demanded their return. Alter 
all this time around the council’s decision was not only 
wholeheartedly supported by Washington but also vindi- 
cated by it after describing Tel Aviv’s deportation of the 
Palestinians as a dear violation of the Fourth Geneva 
Convention. Yet till this point in tune, Israel got away with 
murder after repeatedly ignoring such U.N. Security 
Council resolutions on identical and similar subjects. Only 
last December, the council condemned Israel for deporting 
two Palestinians and demanded their repatriation. Also in 
January of this year, the council censored the Zionist state 
for deporting four more Palestinians and also called for 
then* immediate return. Altogether, more than 66 Palesti- 
nians had been exited from their homeland by Israel since 
the begiaiKUBag of the Palestinian uprising in December of 
1987. 

The question that poses itself on tins latest occraton to 
incriminate Israel for flootmg the Geneva Conventions 
especially the Fourth one <s whether this time the U.N. and 
with the U.S. blessings wiD make a more earnest effort to 
have its many resolutions on Israel honoured and im- 
plemented. The PLO’s deputy representative to the U.N. in 
New York summed it up well when he asked the members of 
the council during its deliberations that if it was unable to 
compel Israel to implement its resolutions on Palestinian 
deportees what chances were there that it could ever succeed 
in compelling it to withdraw from Arab territories occupied 
in 1967. 

At a time when the international community is calling on 
the parties to the Arab-Israeli conflict to take confidence- 
baOdiag measures as a prelude to the much acclaimed peace 
caxafereace on the Middle East, Israel most not be allowed to 
get away with murder again. The Arab side has repeatedly 
charged that the major powers have been applying double 
standards in their pursuits to resolve the conflicts of the 
ares. Sow many more Security Council resol u tions need to 
be adopted before Washington and its allies could be moved 
to take through the U.N. system more forceftd actions 
against Israel for rejecting U.N. resolutions. 

And is it coincidental that Washington’s overt support for 
the latest resolution on Palestinian deportees was coupled 
with its more latent decision to lend a helping hand in the 
airlifting of thousands of Falashas from Ethiopia to Israel 
over the last Tew days? Is it not legitimate to question 
whether the motivation behind the support for Friday’s 
resolution was to sugar-coat the more potent U.S. resolution 
that aimed to transfer thousands of new Jews to Israel, 
especially at a time when the Israeli settlement policy is 
rhetorically dubbed in Washington as the largest obstacle to 
peace in the Middle East? The only effective way to rebut 
such charges and allay such fears and suspicions is to see 
Washington and its allies in the Security Conned take more 
teaghle measures with a view to making Israel heed U.N. 
resolutions on the Palestinian deportees as well as on all 
other issues related to the Arab-Israeli conflict. 


PRESS COMMENTARIES 

THE United States airlifting of 18.000 Jews from Ethiopia to 
occupied Palestine came under heavy criticism by the AJ Ral 
Arabic daily Sunday. This action suggests that W ashingt on has 
had a direct role in facilitating the movement of Jews from 
Elhiopea to the occupied territories; and this gives rise to 
questions about whether Washington is really opposed to' Israelis 
settlement policies, said A1 Ra’i. It should be noted that Israel had 
rejected James Baker’s criticism of its settlement policies, and 
announced that it would continue rejecting America's stand ia 
this regard, the paper noted. It should also be noted that by 
helping Israel to transfer the Ethiopean Jews, Washington is 
helping the Zionist state to beef up its settlements in the occupied 
Arab lands and encouraging it to hold on to the Arab territory, 
regardless of the United Nations resolutions. Washington’s 
seeming opposition to Israel’s settlement policies through mere 
statements and empty words, is in reality an American man- 
oeuvre, because one can see that the U.S. administration is 
openly helping the Israelis to acquire human resources to build 
more settlements on Arab land, the paper pointed out. It said 
such double-faced policies adopted by the U.S. administration 
can only give further encouragement to the Israelis to be more 
adamant in their attitude, and can create concern among the 
Arabs who are m real doubt about America’s credibility. 

A columnist in Sawt A1 Shaab daily believes that Israel will soon 
be faced with two options: to wage a war on Syria and Lebanon 
for reaching a formula on unity, which the Israelis believe 
detrimental to their existence, or succmb to Washington’s peace 
efforts and accept Baker's peace initiative. E^our says 

that a delay by the U.S. administration to send Baker again to the 
Middle East region on a new shuttle diplomacy does not mean 
than that President Bush had given up on the peace process. He 
says that Bush will resort to tactics with the hope to exercise some 
pressure on the Jewish state because he realises that only if peace 
is achieved he would be re-elected for another term in office and 
not because he had won a war on Iraq. The writer also believes 
that Bush looked the other way when the Syrians and Lebanese 
concluded their treaty for the dual purpose of trying to bribe 
Damascus to remain true to the Baker’s initiative and to exercise 
pressure on Tel Aviv. The writer also believes that Washington’s 
acceptance of the European Community's participation in the 
peace process was another form of pressure on Israel because the 
Europeans had voiced their dismay over Israel’s policies. Ekour 
believes that the Israelis will eventually comply with Washington's 
wished and then Baker would resume his mission in the area. 


Weekly Political Pulse 


By Waleed Sadi 


Legitimate Arab concerns 


ISRAELI Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir has been quoted as 
saying that “Resolution 242 contains no hint at all of slogans such 
as territory for peace 1 , or ‘withdrawal on all fronts’.” U.S. 
Secretary of State James Baker was also quoted as saying that 
Israel does share the Arab interpretation of Security Council 
Resolution 242 and. ther efore, it was up to the parties to 
negotiate among themselves on the full legal and political import 
of 242! Of the two remarks about what Resolution 242 actually 
means and stands For Baker's cali for a negotiated interpretation 
of the resolution appears to be the more ominous. 

Tel Aviv has always been on record as defining the resolution in 
question in a manner consistent with its scheme to hold on to the 
Arab territories captured in the 1967 war. On that score, Shamir’s 
government already declared in the most solemn and official 
manner possible that his country has already met the demand to 
withdraw from Arab territories as called for in 242 by relin- 
quishing Sinai to Egypt. It also adheres very religiously to the 
notion that 242 calls for withdrawal of Israel from “Arab 
territories” rather than from “the Arab territories." No wonder 
then Shamir is adamant about rejecting any meaningful role for 
the U.N. Security Council in any projected talks between it and 
its neighbouring Arab parties. 

So there is nothing new about Israel’s intentions. What is really 
new and disturbing is Washington's apparent belief that it is to the 
parties to the Arab-Israeli conflict to interpret the U.N. Security 
Council resolutions on the Middle East rather than the Council 
itself. This is indeed a novel idea that runs counter to the 
established jurisprudence of the Security Council which till this 
point in time has always regarded itself as the sole organ capable 
of defining its own resolutions. This creeping novelty may also 
shed Light on why Syria in particular is trying to safeguard the role 
of the U.N. in any conference and is religiously defending that 
role. If the parties to the Middle East conflicts have now the 
mandate to construe resolutions 242 and 338 on their own, then 
obviously the U.N. Security Council has a very little role left to 


perform in the quest for peace in the Middle East. 

Israel, at least with Shamir at the helm, seeks to undermine 
■Resolution 242 and make it of marginal relevance to the 
anticipated negotiations with the Arab ride. Israel obviously seeks 
to regard 242 only as a guiding principle, more of a recommenda- 
tion than a binding instrument with fixed legal dimensions. It 
knows only too well that when challenged on the interpretation of 
that . resolution, the Security Council would most probably 
support the Arab thesis that the resolution calls for a complete 
Israeli withdrawal from all the Arab territories. Freed from U.N. 
pressure, Israel feels that it can succeed in negotiating the terms 
of peace in the area on the basis of power politics rather than on 
the foundation of international norms and legitimacy. Damascus 
seeks to sound the alarm about the trap being set up for the Arab 
ride and therefore feels more secure if the presence of the U.N. is 
more felt in any futuristic negotiations with Israel. 

There is little doubt that the Arab ride has lost much of its 
bargaining strength in the aftermath of the Gulf war. The much 
heralded quest for a strategic balance with Israel has also gone 
down the drain. Left on their own, the Arab parties would be easy 
prey to Israel. The only way to rescue the Arabs on the 
negotiating table is to secure a pivotal role for the U.N. Security 
Council. This is essentially the Syrian perspective. 

On the other hand, Damascus may not want to stay aloof from 
any projected peace conference even if held under imperfect 
conditions because it knows that when left alone, its bargaining 
position would deteriorate much more than it already has and that 
it may not be able to salvage its posture on the Golan Heights, 
Lebanon or any other dimension connected to the Arab-Israeli 
conflicts. 

In the final analysis the crux of the matter is whether a 
semblance of unity can be maintained within the Arab ranks prior 
to holding such a peace conference. Even more relevant IS 
whether Arab unity can be maintained during the negotiating 


American options on Palestine 


By Mouin Rabbani 

THE decisive military victory of 
the United States in the Gulf war 
is widely seen as a mortal blow to 
the Palestinians and an unpre- 
cedented boon for Israel. There is 
much to be said for this point of 
view; while the moral arguments 
advanced have no basis in fact, 
and while morality will in any 
case be swept aside by raison 
d'etat , it is true that Washington's 
autocratic Arab partners are un- 
stable regimes and are simply too 
weak to unilaterally preserve 
Western interests. On this basis, 
the Bush administration may well 
conclude that Israel is an even 
more vital strategic asset than it 
has been in the past. 

According to this scenario, an 
economically weakened United 
States, incapable of repeating a 
massive and sustained overseas 
military deployment, will revert 
to an updated version of the 
Nixon Doctrine. The practical 
consequences for the Palestutans 
are seen as the elimination of the 
PLO as a potential partner for 
negotiations, to be replaced by a 
Syrian, then Jordanian, and ulti- 
mately an alternative Palestinian 
option: massive subsidies for 
Soviet Jewish settlement in the 
occupied territories; and a carte 
blanche for Israel to deal with the 
intifada in the manner it sees fit. 

The unipolar world 

While such interpretations may 
bold true for the short terra, they 
fail to take account of several 
factors. As a result of the Soviet 
Union's collapse, the United 
States has become the first truly 
global imperial power. It in- 
habits, and perceives istelf to 
inhabit, a unipolar world. Furth- 
ermore, the Gulf crisis, success- 
fully concluded at such low cost 
(perhaps even a net profit) in 
American terms, has reinforced 
this unipolar mentality with a 
belief that America is more a 
supercrop than a global police- 
man needing regional lieute- 
nants. A protracted and costly 
American engagement in the 
Middle East would clearly have 
been of greater benefit to Israel. 

Israel has also been marginal- 
ised in two other ways. Firstly, its 
strategic value during the Golf 


war, potentially positive in the 
event of a wider conflagration, 
was ultimately negative.Not only 
were its services never required, 
but Israel was also the obvious 
fuse for a regional war the United 
States desperately sought to 
avoid. And secondly, it is precise- 
ly a chastened American eco- 
nomy which may seek to decrease 
massive subsidies to Israel (such 
as the $13 billion grant requested 
for reconstruction costs and 
Soviet Jewish settlement) and in- 
crease the more profitable loans, 
investments and sales to the Arab 
World. 

Israel: an asset or a burden? 

It is therefore not unreasonable 
to suppose that the United States, 


of the “new order” in the Middle 
East is correct, developments can 
be expected to be helped along by 
an increasingly assertive Euro- 
pean foreign policy. 

Israel’s loss will not, however, 
immediately translate into the 
Palestinians' gain. Rather, 
Washington will continue to pur- 
sue its rejectionist policies of 
seeking another Camp David and 
creating an alternative Palesti- 
nian leadership. The immediate 
benefactors wfll, therefore, be 
the Arab regimes which allied 
themselves to America in the 
Gulf crisis, such as Syria, and 
those, like Jordan, who are re- 
turning to its fold. The Palesti- 
nians, for their part, can reason- 
ably expect unprecedented press- 


“In other words, Washington appears to be entering an 
era in which the Arab-Israeli conflict is viewed as a burden 
rather than an asset to its regional aspirations. Arab-Israeli 
tension, in the past consistently viewed as an instrument 
with which to blunt the threats to Gulf oil supplies arising 
from their northern tier at a time when the Cold War made 
unilateral American military intervention difficult, appears 
now to be seen as both unnecessary and potentially 
dangerous, in that such tension hi and of itself constitutes a 
potential threat to the stability of Gulf oil supplies. If this 
reading of the “new order” in the Middle East is correct, 
developments can be expected to be helped along by an 
increasingly assertive European foreign policy.” 


a shrinking economic power at 
the apex of its global military 
might, will seek to defuse poten- 
tial threats to its interests before 
it becomes unable to confront 
them on its own terms at some 
point in the future. 

In other words, Washington 
appears to be entering an era in 
which the Arab-Israeli conflict is 
viewed as a burden rather than an 
asset to its regional aspirations. 
Arab-Israeli tension, in the past 
consistently dewed as an instru- 
ment with which to blunt the 
threats to Gulf oil supplies arising 
from their northern tier at a time 
when the cold war made unilater- 
al American military intervention 
difficult, appears now to be seen 
as both unnecessary and poten- 
tially dangerous, in that such 
tension in and of itself constitutes 
a potential threat to the stability- 
of gulf oil supplies. If this reading 


ore on the PLO as a viable 
political entity. 

Palestinian alternatives? 

The problem for Washington's 
scenario, ironically, is that Pales- 
tine is not yet a state possessing 
an effective coercive apparatus 
and it is therefore impossible to 
impose a compliant dictatorship 
on the Palestinian people. Be- 
cause any Palestinian representa- 
tion must derive its wil from the 
people for its concessions to have 
practical consequence, Messrs.. 
Bush and Baker are left in the 
unenviable position of choosing 
between the PLO which they 
seek to eliminate and an Islamic 
Resistance Movement (Hamas) 
which will have nothing to do 
with them. (The other alterna- 
tives, Abu Nidal’s Fateh Revolu- 
tionary Council and tne Abu 


Musa/Khalid A1 Fab urn group 
recently rehabilitated by 
Washington's Arab coalition 
partners, are also unlikely candi- 
dates). In the end, therefore, a 
new and more substantive dia- 
logue between the United States 
ami the conservative wing of the 
PLO is a very real possibility 

It should also be remembered 
that the Gulf war has in Arab 
eyes severely compromised what 
little legitimacy the anti-Iraqi 
Arab regimes retained after a 
decade of domestic repression 
and pro-Western servility since 
Camp David and the Iranian re- 
volution. Thus, as the recent re- 
lease of Palestinian political pris- 
oners by Syria and the embryonic 
Egyptian -Palestinian rapproche- 
ment would appear to portend. 
Washington’s Arab partners will 
muster any leverage with 
Washington they possess to has- 
ten a just resolution of the Pales- 
tine question. In doing so, they 
hope to contain popular pressure 
for change and recoup that mini- 
mum degree of legitimacy neces- 
sary for stability at home. 
Whether a just Arab-Israeli 
peace will indeed deflect press- 
ures for democratisation and offi- 
cial accountability is an open 
question; the point is that it is 
seen as doing so by those seeking 
to prevent genuine reform. 

It would be premature to 
speculate as to whether the poli- 
tical settlement envisaged by 
Washington will carry within it 
the seeds of a historic comprom- 
ise, further conflict, or a second 
Palestinian civil war. Israel’s 
capacity to unilaterally wreck the 
prospects for peace and provoke 
another Arab-Israeli war in expli- 
cit opposition to American policy 
is another unknown factor, 
although the 1956 Suez crisis 
offers a useful historical prece- 
dent. Ail that is certain is that if 
U.S. interests do indeed dictate 
an Arab-Israeli settlement but 
fail to provide for Palestinian 
self-determination, a protracted 
era of upheaval in the Middle 
East is already on the horizon. . 

Mouin Rabbani a former resear- 
cher for A1 Haq in Ramallah is 
now at Durham University. His 
article is reprinted from the 
London-based Middle East Inter- 
national. 


process with Israel, with or without U.N. 

srapruLgly, Syria prefers one Arab negotiating party ratfc*than 

twS^Tthie £ toael would prefer, for the 

safeguarding one unified Arab front throughout tire 

process. By making the success of one Arab party s negotiation . 

wthTd Aviv contingent on the success oftbe other, 

fed more secure that it would not be left out at one stage « 

another after tire negotiations get really ... T , M ■ 

In retrospect, much more pressing than tire role <rfttoU.N.ra 
the peace conference is the ability to cement a Anfo. 

posture throughout the negotiating process with IsracK inwe 
now fear that Arab unity may crumble and buckle under as soon 
as each Arab party is left on its own to salvage its own situation. 
This would be an overriding Israeli objective for this possibility 
often it opportunities that may not exist otherwise. One would 
hope therefore that at least a mini- Arab summit be beW as sewn as 
possible to consolidate the Arab ranks on the eve of. t he 
convening of the pease conference under the auspices of tne two 
superpowers. Such an Arab summit must at least strive to-, 
guarantee an important rote for the European Community a all 
folk and the U.N. Security Council is left out. A regional 
conference on the Arab-Israeli conflicts under the auspices of 
Washington, Moscow and Brussels should be the minimum 
acceptable condition for the Arab side. The EC countries have a 
greater vested interest in peace in the Middle East than the other . 
regions of the world and its participation in the upcoming 
conference must be made a condition. A strong argument can also 
be made in support of integrating Japan into the peace proce ss 
since it too has emerged as a regional power with real interests in 
the preservation of peace and security in the area. So if a critical 
role for the U.N. cannot be achieved, let’s at least invite the EC 
countries and Japan to have a presence in it. This should be the 
Arab alternative position in the face of Tel Aviv’s rejection of any 
i m p ort ant role for the U.N. system in the search for a permanent 
and just resolution of the Arab-Israeli conflicts. 


Jordan’s unique position, role 


By Lyl Harding 

JORDAN’S geopolitical posi- 
tion and unique rote in the 
context of the exigencies of the 
Arab-Israeli conflict have sub- 
jected the Kingdom to diffe- 
rent economic, political and 
social pressures over tire years. 
This has required a high degree 
of political awareness and 
manoeuvrability on the part of 
Jordan’s leadership, in order to 
face the different challenges, 
and still be able to pursue the 
path of political, economic and 
social development. 

Indeed, since the creation of 
tile state, and in a hr more 
pronounced manner since the 
1967 conflict, the leadership of 
Jordan has had to operate on 
three different political levels. 

The first of these levels is the 
internal one, where a fast 
growing population has grap- 
pled with a major socio- 
economic transformation to 
modernity in an extremely con- 
servative society. 

Significant successes in the 
fields of education and social 
development have been 
achieved, creating a highly 
politically aware society that 
had its first experience of 
democracy less than two years 
ago- 

The second level is tire re- 
gional context, largely deter- 
mined by the Palestine prob- 
lem and its centrality to the 
Arab-Israeli conflict. Jordan’s 
unique geopolitical position 
and social composition gives 
this regional context a primary 
position in terras of its effect 
on the domestic and foreign 
policies pursued by the King- 
dom. The ever-shifting 
alliances in inter-Arab rela- 
tions which have dictated the 
fate of the Arab system, as it 
emerged, at least since the end 
of the World War II, have 
created constant pressures on a 
state that has relied for its 
economic survival on aid 
granted by Arab on-producing 
countries, and on the repatria- 
tions of Jordanian nationals 
working in the Gulf. 

The third level is the interna- 
tional level where Jordan has 
played an important role in 
terms of its moderate stands 
vis-a-vis regional issues. 

During the “Second Gold 


War,” Jordan’s western 
orientation, yet non-aligned 
position, placed it under 
tremendous pressurising forces 
that to different degrees 
placed it in opposition internal 
and regional currents. 

One could understand the 
different pressures operating 
on the different levels when 
the play of events during the 
Gulf crisis is reviewed. 

One can now see the politic- 
al awareness and flexibility of 
Jordan’s leadership, in the 
aftermath of the Gulf crisis, by 
reviewing the address of His 
Majesty King Hussein at the 
graduation ceremony of the 
Royal War College in Amman 
on Wednesday May 22. King 
Hussein’s support for the 
American initiative to convene 
a peace conference that would 
pave the way for Arab-Israeli 
negotiaqpps is not only based 
on the principled positions 
adopted by the Jordanian fore- 
ign policies, but also on a. 
correct reading and analysis of 
the new international order, 
and the new regional consid- 
eration. 

By basing Jordan’s accept- 
ance on resolutions 242 and 
338, tire legitimate .political 
rights of the Palestinian people 
and the right of Israel to live 
within secure boundaries. King 
Hussein has applied the same 
standard championed by tire 
U.S. in its handbag of the Gulf 
crisis to the Palestine problem 
and die Arab-Israeli conflict. 

This proves that the King’s 
awareness of the determinants 
and constraints of the different 
levels, internal, regional and 
international, has created a 
harmony among the common 
grounds found in all three 
levels to give an impetus to the 
current peace moves. When 
Jordan's unique position is 
placed in juxtaposition to the 
flexible policies pursued, as the 
King's address shows, one can 
appreciate the principles on 
which the foreign policy of 
Jordan are based; 

Perhaps it would be wiser for 
western leaders to appreciate 
the determinants of Jordan’s 
policies and assist in applying 
international legitimacy to an 
area where justice has been 
delayed for a very long period 
of time. 


Dark days of Soviet winter melt into springtime optimism 


By Bryan Brumley 

The Associated Press 


MOSCOW — A Jong Soviet poli- 
tical winter has ended, giving way 
to lilac blossoms and hopes of 
reform, help from the West and a 
lasting political truce between 
Mikhail Gorbachev and Boris 
Yeltsin. 

Gorbachev has adopted a policy 
of conciliation and compromise, 
turning away from the hard line 
that produced the crackdowns 
against the Baltic republics and 
the press last winter. 

No one knows what lies ahead. 
But the foreboding of January is 
giving way to the realisation that 
Soviet reformers have withstood 
a severe challenge from Com- 
munist Party traditionalists. 

'“There will be no military 
coup- There will be no civil war,” 
sociologist Lilia Shevtsova wrote 
in a sober assessment of the 
domestic scene. 

Most Soviets seemed resigned 
to the collapse of the old order 


and nearly everyone agrees that 
things will get worse defore they 
get better, she wrote in the gov- 
ernment newspaper Izvestia. 

But tiie “black colonels” and 
Communist Party traditionalists 
who pressured Gorbachev into 
puling the brakes on economic 
reform last September, and are 
blamed for the bloodletting in the 
Baltics, are giving way to prag- 
matists from the industrial sector, 
die party and the new generation 
of reformers. 

Gorbachev, who in February 
stood nearly alone in a deeply 
divided society, has rebuilt his 
bastion in the political centre and 
is asserting himself again in inter- 
national politics, where he has 
been most successful in the past. 

A team of three prominent 
Soviets is due at the White House 
on Monday seeking to persuade 
president George Bush to Jer 
Gorbachev attend a summit of 


the Group of Seven industrialised 
nations in London in mid-July. 

Gorbachev’s top foreign policy 
adviser, Yevgeny Primakov, De- 
puty Prime Minister Vladimir 
Shcherbakov, and an erstwhile 
adviser to Yeltsin, Grigory Yav- 
linsky, have been lobbying the 
West to pump billions of dollars 
into the Soviet economy. 

Gorbachev has implied that the 
West should be willing to spend 
as much propping up the Soviet 
economy as it did waging war 
with Iraq. 

But western officials say money 
is scare and that their aim is to 
support reforms to the Soviet 
system, not to preserve it. Bush 
has said that Gorbachev might be 
invited to the G-7 meeting in 
London if it would help Soviet 
reforms. 

U.S. officials involved in the 
dialogue are wary that Gor- 
bachev could back away from 
redical reforms, as he did last 
September, and that his month- 
old truce with Yeltsin could 


crumble. 

“Political marriages in this 
country seem to last about a 
month and a half. They could roll 
back at any time.” said one U.S. 
official, who spoke on condition 
that he not be further identified. 

But, the official said, Gor- 
bachev “seems to have crossed a 
threshold” with the “one-plus- 
nine” agreement that he reached 
on April 23 with Yeltsin, Kazakh 
President Nursultan Nazarbajev 
and the leaders of seven other of 
the 15 Soviet republics. 

The same group, minus the 
president of Uzbeskistan, met 
again Friday to flesh out the 
agreement. The deal calls for 
leaders of the nine republics to 
sign Gorbachev's union treaty to 
preserve the nation as a federa- 
tion. In return, Gorbachev 
agreed to hand over most of the 
nation's natural and industrial re- 
sources. 

The immediate effect of the 
agreement was to allow Gor- 
bachev to fight off a challenge 


from Communist Party tradi- 
tionalists and to end a two- 
month-long coal strike, whose 
leaders had been calling for his 
resignation. 

Although immediate fears of 
social and economic collapse 
faded with the end of the coal 
strike, the tension remains, a 
source dose to Gorbachev ack- 
nowledged. 

“It’s quiet now, but things 
could heat up" as the June 12 
date of the Russian presidential 
election draws near, said the 
source, speaking on condition be 
not be further identified. 

Yeltsin is a dear favourite in 
the race for the newly streng- 
thened post. But two of Gor- 
bachev's dose allies are in the 
field of six, threatening to split 
the vote and force a run-off. That 
might delay or prevent Yeltsin 
from assuming the powerful post, 
which he could use to hurry the 
pace of reform. 

Tension continues as well is 
the six republics that are refusing 


to sign the union treaty, the three 
Baltic states of Lithuania, Latvia 
and Estonia, Moldavia in the far 
west, and Armenia and Georgia 
in the Caucasus mountains. 

Soviet “black beret" comman- 
dos conducted a series of raids in 
Lithuanian and Latvia on Friday, 
taking control of border points 
claimed by those secessionist gov- 
ernments. 

And Soviet army, interior 
ministry and KGB troops were 
conducting operations to disarm 
Armenian guerrillas . on Arme- 
nian- Azerbaijan border. 

Armenian President Levon 
Ter-Petrosian has accused the 
Kremlin of trying to force ethnic 
Armenians in Azerbaijan to flee 
across the border because Azer- 
baijan has agreed to sign Gor- 
bachev’s union treaty and Anne-- 
nia has refused. 

The Kremlin has retreated 
from its bold displays of military 
force during the winter, but the 
undercurrent of violence con- 
tinues. , 
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Regional agenda fades as coalition falls asunder 


By Hells Pick 

THE ambitious agenda outlined 
by the victorious allies at the end 
of the Gulf war — an effective 
security system for the Gulf re- 
gion; an Arab-lsraeli settlement; 
a regional arms control regime; 
measures to reduce economic dis- 
parity in the Middle East — is. 
less than three months later, pro- 
ving a mirage, disappearing in the 
old quicksands of Middle East 
politics. 


The coalition itself has turned 
: out to be much more an ad hoc 
affair than had been realised The 
Arab members quietly peeled off 
when die U.S., Britain, and some 
of their West European allies 
decided to send their forces into 
northern Iraq to build havens for 
the Kurdish refugees. 

The Soviet Union, altho ugh 
cooperating with the U.S. in 
pressing for Arab-lsraeli negotia- 
tions, has also distanced itself 
from the safe haven enterprise. 
e The Arab section of the coali- 
tion has lost its coherence, and 
old tensions are resurfacing. Syria 


and Egypt have again emerged at 
op posit e ends of the political 
speetjum in the Arab-lsraeli con- 
flict; relations between Saudi 
Arabia and Egypt are uneasy; 
Kuwait is increasingly isolated as 
misgivings grow about the emir’s 
handling of the war's aftermath. 

But the crucial test for the 
cohesion of the coalition had to 
be the ability to confront the 
post-war agenda. The results, so 
Car, are meagre. 

A new security system is under 
discussion, but it exists more on 
paper than in reality. The Gulf 
Cooperation council has had two 
planning meetings: in March in 
Damascus, where a ringing dec- 
laration of intention was issued, 
and more recently in Cairo, 
where the principles of solidarity 
were reiterated. But the practical 
follow-up so far has been negligi- 
ble. 
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The Americans had assumed 
than Egyptian troops would form 
the core of 3 new Gulf security 
system. But Egyptian forces are 
being brought back from Saudi 
Arabia amid hints of disagree- 


ment between the two countries 
and haggling over the payments 
that Egypt would receive for de- 
ploying them in Saudi Arabia. 

Iran, as a leading regional pow- 
er. is demanding a role but is no 
closer to securing a place for itself 
in new Gulf security arrange- 
ments. 

The U.S. secretary of defence, 
Richard Cheney , also learned 
during his recent trip that Saudi 
Arabia is stalling over U.S. and 
British offers to maintain arms 
stores for crisis use on Saudi soil. 

None of the Gulf states have 
shown much interest in a Euro- 
pean Community proposal' to 
establish a Middle East confer- 
ence on security and cooperation, 
modelled on Europe's CSCE pro- 
cess. 

The U.S. effort to capitalise on 
the Gulf experience in pressing 
for an Arab-lsraeli settlement is 
equally disappointing. Any credit 
that Israel built up during the 
Gulf war has been dissipated. 

Gone is the "Scud factor'* — 
the experience of Iraqi missiles 
directed at both Saudi Arabia and 


Israel — which bracketed the two 
countries against a common dan- 
ger and momentarily obscured 
their mutual antagonism. The 
window of opportunity is closed. 

On economic regeneration, 
Saudi Arabia and the other oil- 
rich Gulf states are showing no 
inclination to promote a regional 
development bank or similar 
mechanism to spread wealth 
more evenly in the Middle East, 
or to foster social and economic 
development. 

On regional arms control. Pres- 
ident Bush is preparing a propos- 
al under which chemical and 
other weapons of mass destruc- 
tion in the Middle East would be 
scrapped, while Israel would be 
obliged to halt its production of 
nuclear fissile material, and all 
missile delivery systems with a 
range of more than 90 km would 
be banned. 

But the Americans want to link 
this initiative with Arab-lsraeli 
peace talks, and Mr. Bush has yet 
to decide whether it makes poli- 
tical sense to launch it in the 
absence of more progress on that 
front — The Guardian. 


World arms spending fell in 1990 


By Randall Mikkelsen 
Reuter 


STOCKHOLM — Worldwide 
military spending and arms 
trading fell significantly in 

1990 despite the buildup to 
the Gulf war, the arms-trade 
watchdog SIPRI said in its 

1991 yearbook released 
Friday. 

But persistent regional and 
ethnic conflicts mean world 
security wilt not rise much as 
arms spending falls, said SIP- 
- RI, the Stockholm Interna- 
tional Peace Research Insti- 
tute. 


“In spite of the Gulf con- 
flict, world military spending 
declined significantly in 1990, 
and this trend is set to con- 
tinue,” Saadet Deger, head of 
SIPRI'S military spending 
project, told a news confer- 
ence. 

Total world military spend- 
.. ing fell in real terms by fijftf* 
per cent to $950 billion in 
1990, compared with a two 
per cent decline in 1989, SIP- 
RI said. Global trade in con- 
ventional arms fell 35 per 
cent. 


$270 billion in 1989, when it 
equalled at least 12 per cent of 
economic output, SEPR1 said. 

In the United States, milit- 
ary spending fell six per cent 
after inflation to 296.3 billion 
in 2990, and similar annual 
cuts were forecast for the next 
five years. 

SIPRI said the assembling 
of an allied army to fight the 
Gulf war had benefitted im- 
mensely from a $ 2.5 trillion 
U.S. military buildup over the 
last 15 years. 

“The military circumst- 
ances could not have been less 
propitious for a challenge to 
U.S. interests in the Persian 
Gulf,” SIPRI said. 

Deger estimated the milit- 
ary cost of the Gulf war build- 
up at about $12.2 billion for 
the allies and Iraq. 

But Deger said she was 
unsure how much of that 
spending bad already been 


planned and the figure was 
not counted in SIPRI'S world 
1990 military spending total. 

The group estimated the 
cost of the Gulf crisis, count- 
ing factors such as higher oil 
prices but not including 
physical damage, at $53 bil- 
lion before war broke out in 
January. 


Deger said even with the 
still-unknown Gulf war costs 
included, arms spending will 
continue to decline in 1991. 

Iraq, one of the world's top 
arms buyers of the last de- 
cade,' was frozen out of the 
market by international 
embargoes. Its weapons im- 
ports, measured in 1985 
prices, fell to $59 million in 
1990 from $1.2 billion a year 
earlier. 


in 1990. Its imports rose 
almost 60 per cent to $2.6 
billion in 1985 terms. 

Reversing a long-estab- 
lished ranking, the United 
States surpassed the Soviet 
Union in overall arms ex- 
ports, because of a decline in 
Soviet weapons sales to Iraq, 
India and Afghanistan. 

The U.S. share of the world 
arms market rose to 40 per 
cent from 24 per cent in 1989, 
while the Soviet share fell to 
29 per cent from 40 per cent. 

SIPRI said the United 
States and the Soviet Union 
began to scale back their nuc- 
lear arms programmes in 
1990. 


Reflecting the Gulf war 
buildup, Saudi Arabia was the 
world's top weapons importer 


“For the first time since the 
nuclear era began, the major 
nuclear weapons nations be- 
gan to reduce their forces and 
plan for a less nuclear -armed 
future,” it said. 


SIPRI attributed the de- 
clines to a changing political 
climate in Europe, progress in 
aims control, the growing cost 
of high-tech weapons systems, 
and tight national budgets 
worldwide. 

But SIPRI Director Walth- 
er Stutzle said; "There is no 
outbreak of peace within 
reach. Ethnic and regional 
conflicts will become more 
problematic, not less.” 

SIPRI said there were 31 
armed conflicts in 1990, down 
from 33 in 1989, but not 
counting Iraq's August 2 inva- 
sion of Kuwait. 

The Soviet Union’s military 
budget fell about 10 per cent 
in 1990 from an estimated 


Same war, contrasting capitals 


By Mark Fritz 

The Associated Press 


ALONG THE BAGHDAD 
HIGHWAY — Kuwait City and 
Baghdad linked by a road and a 
war, now have the mutual task of 
repairing the devastation and re- 
viving their economy. 

Wealthy Kuwait has the 
money, but still lacks enough 
people willing, able or available 
to work. 

Iraq has the bodies, but not the 
bucks to fix damaged utilities, 
rebuild bridges or repair bombed- 
out buildings quickly. 

Still, Baghdad bustles Car more 
than Kuwait Gty, which is 450 
miles to the southwest down a 
highway that won't be carrying 
residents of one city to the other 
any time soon. 

After the war. President Sad- 
dam Hussein ordered his en- 
gineers to repair Iraq's scores of 
bombed bridges within six 


months. 

Large cranes work on the shat- 
tered spans across the Tigris Riv- 
er in Baghdad. Workers labour 
far into the night and on Fridays. 

Virtually no telephone service 
has been restored, however, and 
power outages are frequent, but ' 
officials boast that they are mov- 
ing quickly than Kuwait. 

“We have restored 76 per cent 
of our electricity and our oil 
refineries and we have done it 
without any outside help," said 
Udai Tayi, an information minis- 
try official. 


It took the U.S. army corps of 
engineers to restore Kuwaiti tele- 
phone, power and water service. 

Most shops and businesses in 
Kuwait Gty remain dosed and 
luxury hotels like the Merkfieu 
and the Sheraton look just as 
ruined as they did immediately 
after the war. 

More than half the Kuwaitis 
still have not returned. Most of its 


workers were foreigners and the 
government has been slow to 
allow them back in. Few of the 
emirate's rich, pampered citizens 
have expressed willingness to do 
the work themselves. 

A man who owns four shops in 
Kuwait said he could open any- 
time, but has no one to work in 
diem and convoys of goods often 
are held up at the border by red 
tape. 

Businessmen seeking contracts 
for reconstruction say they can’t 
penetrate a Sluggish bureaucracy 
that is still assessing what is 
needed and where. 

Baghdad, though broke, 
breathes seamy life. 

Its residents live a more west- 
ern' lifestyle. The city teems with 
saloons and cabarets. Uncen- 
sored American movies are sold 
on videocassette. 

In Kuwait, where Islamic law is 
stricter, a photo of a movie star's 
cleavage in an American maga- 
zine still can still be blacked out. 



Experts believe wadis tike this, that mostly end in the Jordan Valley, could be dammed and used to irrigate the desert during the 
dry months of summer 


Experts advocate exploitation of 
desert, water running in wadis 


. By Nor Safi 
Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — By the year 2000, 
Jordanian experts estimate 
agricultural production will not 
be enough to meet local de- 
mand because of water shor- 
tage in the country and a swell- 
ing population. Unless new 
water resources are made 
available, most of the water 
normally used for the agri- 
cultural industry will be used 
for domestic consumption. 
One way out. experts advo- 
cate, is to direct agricultural 
activity from the Jordan Valley 
to the east and tap the rainfall 
that runs through the desert’s 
valleys and wadis. 

Jordan now meets just about 
20 to 30 per cenr (depending 
on the season! of the local 
demand for cereals, according 
to Dr. Awni Taimeh. soil and 
irrigation professor at the Uni- 
versity of Jordan. The U.N. 


Food and Agriculture Organi- 
sation (FAO) estimate that 


figure will drop to 14 per cent 
by the end of the century. 

Dr. Taimeh believes that a 
major hindrance to agricultural 
activity in the country is nor 
salinity or foreign panicles in 
the water, "because with the 
correct water treatment the 
soil can be treated.” Rather it 
is land fragmentation, urban 
development on suitable agri- 
cultural land, desertification, 
the saturation of the Jordan 
Valley and the failure so far of 
collecting surface water that 
are blocking agricultural 
advancement, 

Dr. Elias Salameh. director 
of the water and study centre 
at the University of Jordan 
maintains rhat. “if is well 
known that the productivity of 
land decreases when water 
salinity increases." Jordan’s 
average salinity level, he ex- 
plained, stands at 700 parts of 
dissolved parts per million 
(ppm). Although some veget- 
ables can put up with a higher 
salinity level than others, 
"there will nor be good pro- 
duction if the salinity level 
does nor fall between the 400- 
700 ppm ranee." 

At present. Dr. Salameh 


said, "the salinity level at King 
Talal Dam’s water has reached 
a high of 1 .200 ppm because of 
the inflows of Khirbet Al Sam- 
ra waste water treatment plant. 
This level cannot be toler- 
ated.” 

Dr. Taimeh looks at the 
problem differently. 

"These types of problems 
happen ail the rime in the 
agricultural field." he says. He 
explained that water pollutants 
are a temporary thing and 
"although they are annoying 
agricultural producers, what 
will happen to agriculture in 
the future is a larger problem.” 

Forty years ago, he ex- 
plained, Jordan's population 
was very small and "we could 
not and need not cultivate all 
land.” In 1952. he says, Jor- 
dan’s population stood at 
586,000 people who used the 
same area of land that is being 
used today. 4 Three million 
people in 1990 are using less 
land because of urban develop- 
ment." Out of Amman’s total 
area of 620 square kilometres, 
the 300 square kilometres are 
being used for urban de- 
velopment regardless if the 
land was suitable for agricul- 
ture or not. Dr. Taimeh 
pointed out. "Urban develop- 
ment is consuming almost 1.7 
million dunums of woodland, 
out of three and a half million 
dunums which otherwise could 
be used for agriculture” he 
said. 


If this situation continues, 
agriculture will not have a 
bright future, the experts 
agree. 

One way to counter the ex- 
pected shortage in water, is to 
"start collecting surface wa- 
ter," Dr. Taimeh believes. 
During djv years, specialists 
estimate that about six billion 
cubic metres of water can be 
collected. In wet years the 
amount can rise to as high as 1 1 
billion cubic metres. 

Because of the saturation of 
the Jordan Valley and with the 
simple method of collecting 
running water. Dr. Taimeh 
sees a great advantage in mov- 
ing eastward to the desert and 
exploiting land for agricultural 


products. 

"The land is suitable for 
cultivation as long as there is a 
stable source of water — sur- 
face water." Dr. Taimeh said. 

A publication issued by the 
Higher Council for Science and 
Technology states: "The badia 
holds numerous and rich natu- 
ral resources in quantities 
adequate for overall develop- 
mental requirements." One of 
the major resources, “beside 
the vast area available for de- 
velopment is surface and 
ground water.*’ 

At the moment. Dr. Taimeh 
told the Jordan Times, there is 
a pilot project run by the facul- 
ty of agriculture at the Uni- 
versity of Jordan and the Euro- 
pean Economic Community 
(EEC) for agricultural produc- 
tion in the semi arid and arid 
land as well as areas suffering 
from desertification. The pro- 
ject which is located 30 
kilometres south east of Am- 
man aims to "develop lands 
which receive 100 - 200 mm of 
annual precipitation," Dr. 
Taimeh said. 

“The existing ecological sys- 
tems of this region (which rep- 
resents more than 13 per cent 
of the area of Jordan) are 
fragile and prone to degrada- 
tion. Unless new systems are 
introduced, they will be ex- 
posed to further degradation,” 
a report from the agricultural 
department at the University 
states. In other words. Dr. 
Taimeh said, ‘’collecting sur- 
face water is being singled out 
as the only way because it has 
been proven that water collec- 
tion in the east is feasible and 
cheap. If we use this technique 
where land rotation is good, 
we will have agricultural activ- 
ity.” 


As billions of dollars have 
been spent to develop the Jor- 
dan Valley, the project intends 
to call for similar arrangements 
in the desert area. The initial 
joint project is a seven-year, 
two- phase plan. “We drew a 
master plan for agricultural de- 
velopment in that area based 
on water harvesting,” Dr. 
Taimeh said. 

The project is now being 


reviewed by the ministers of 
planning and agriculture and 
the centre for arid land and 
studies. Two hypothesis were 
given: the arid land has good 
potential to produce economic 
crops, but because precipita- 
tion is not enough to support 
stable agriculture, irrigation 
practices will have to be a 
major component of any farm- 
ing system. "The. major con- 
straint in selecting research 
activities will be related to the 
availability of irrigation water 
at a proper time. This singles 
out the development of surface 
water, with all the associated 
practices, as the sole, but logic- 
al source of water if large scale 
development is to be sought in 
this region.” the University of 
Jordan report states. 

The other hypothesis is that 
it is assumed that even with the 
best utilisation of surface wa- 
ter, “the amount available is 
not enough to cultivate more 
than 30 to 35 per cent of the 
region.” A good and reason- 
able use for such left-over land 
is range, the report said. It is 
explained that to develop the 
left-over land “plant cover im- 
provement by protecting the 
existing species as well as the 
introduction of new species be- 
comes an important compo- 
nent of an integrated develop- 
ment activities to be under- 
taken by the project." 

According to Dr. Taimeh, 
the project is expected to pro- 
vide significant contribution in 
finding means to maintain agri- 
cultural productivity of soils 
under threat from desertifica- 
tion, to identify the potential 
of different kinds of soils to 
produce different crops. The 
project will seek to identify 
different types of farming sys- 
tems suitable for the local en- 
vironemnt and practical solu- 
tions to desertification. Dr. 
Taimeh added that, “we will 
train personnel on various 
aspects of integrated agricultu- 
ral development and accumu- 
late knowledge and experience 
that can be used to stimulate 
public awareness to focus 
attention on the misuses of 
those areas that suffer from 
high rate of desertification." 
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laney impressive in year’s 
stest women’s 1,500 metres 


Bayern routs Berlin 7-3 |Arg 


SAN JOSE, California (Agen- 
^ es ) — Often-injured Mary 
Slaney made an impressive return 
co international athletics by 
clocking four minutes 4.92 
seconds for the fastest women's 
1 ,500 metres of the year at the 
Bruce Jenner Classic Grand Prix 
meeting. 

Leroy Burred easily won the 
men’s 200 metres as he used an 
aiding wind of 2.9 metres per 
second to dock 20.02 seconds. 

The time, although wind- 
aided, equalled countryman 
Michael Johnson’s best time of 
the year, as Burred prepared to 
face Johnson at the U.S. National 
Championships in three weeks. 

But Burrell said his time in his 
first 200 metres of the year wasn't 
a message for Johnson. 

“He’s going to run the 200. and 
I'm going to run the 200, and 
eventually one of us is going to 
win,” said Burrell, who will 
attempt to qualify for the World 
Championships in both the 100 
and 200 metres at the US. meet- 
ing. 

Slaney, the 1988 world cham- 
pion, held off compatriot Amer- 
ican Pattisue Piumer in a stirring 
stretch run to claim her first 
outdoor track victory in three 
years. 

“It feels great to win. it feels 


even better to be running heal- 
thy," said Slaney, who has been 
hampered by problems with her 
Achilla's tendon and ran her first 
race in more than a year at a 
small meeting in Eugene, Ore- 
gon, earlier this month. 

Plummer, the dominant 
women's middle distance runner 
since 2989, pulled alongside 
Slaney in the final 50 metres. 

The two then ran stride for 
stride before Slaney burst in front 
again near the finish. 

“This just makes me fall like 
I’m back,” Slaney said after 
Saturday's win. “Fm not really 
race fit yet. But for not having 
raced much in the past two years. 
I’m happy. 

“Really, without that (tendon 
surgery) I wouldn't be running. 
It's so nice right now to go to the 
track and not have to worry about 
whether Tm going to make it to 
the next workout.” 

Plummer finished in 4:05.04, 
achieving a lifted me best despite 
fighting a case of the flu m recent 
days. 

“Maybe I missed a step today 
because of that but I can't use 
that as an excuse,” Plummer said. 

She said Slaney obviously has 
come a long way in her come 
back. 

Slaney said the win was her 


first since running first in a 1,000- 
metre run indoors at Portland in 
January 2989. She said she hadn't 
won outdoors since tacking the 
3,000: and 1 ,500- metre finals at 
the 1988 Olympic trials in Indi- 
anapolis. 

Slaney said she's confident she 
will make the world cup team and 
will next run in the 1,500 metre 
race at the Mobil outdoor cham- 
pionships in New York (torn June 
12-15. 

Sue Rembao, another Amer- 
ican making a comeback, cleared 
1.96 metres (six-feet five inches 
for the best women’s high jump 
of the outdoor season. She pre- 
viously competed as Sue McNeai. 

Olympic silver medallist Mike 
Powell needed his sixth and final 
jump to take first in the men's 
long jump with a leap of 8.30 
metres (27 feet 2$4 inches), and 
former world record holder Re- 
naldo Nehemiab captured the 
men's 110-metre hurdles in 13.47 
seconds. 

Olympic double gold medallist 
Jackie Joyner-Kersee, competing 
in a mini-heptathlon, won her 
section of the women's 100-metre 
hurdles in a wind-aided 13.02 
seconds and cleared 1.90 metres 
(six feet 2V« inches) in the high 
jump. 

Americans won both 3,000- 



Gascoigne dreams of Italian debut 


WEMBLEY (AP) — The man 
who is to become Italian Soccer 
League’s new Diego Maradona 
should have been here Saturday. 

Instead of weaving through 
Argentina’s defence as an integ- 
ral part of England's midfield; 
Paul Gascoigne was laying in a 
hospital bed dreaming of a lucra- 
tive career in Italy after his $15- 
miflion transfer to Lazio of Rome 
was signed Friday. 

Lazio has agreed to pay billions 
of Lire for the mercurial player 
eves though he may not wear its 
uniform until the 1992-93 season. 

Such is the appeal of a player 
who dazzles fans on the field but 
infuriates people off of it. 

Gascoigne, known as “Gazza' 
to fans, teammates and media, is 
recovering from a operation to 
repair torn knee ligaments- 

He suffered the injury in the 


15th minute of the English FA 
Cup final while fouling Notting- 
ham Forest’s Gary Charles and is 
expected to be out until at least 
Christmas. 

According to British press re- 
ports Saturday; Lazio will allow 
Gascoigne to remain with Tot- 
tenham next season altbouugh be 
cannot play for the London team. 

Gascoigne's foul resulted in a 
direct kick at the top of the 
penalty arce that Stuart Pearce 
curled around the Tottenham 
wall for the first goal of the game. 
Although Tottenham rallied with 
a second-half and extra-time goal 
to win 2-1 , Gascoigne was already 
in hospital by the time captain 
Gary Mabbutt picked up the cup. 

Last Saturday was a typical day 
in the life of the talented north- 
easterner. 

Before the final; he cheekily 


Maradona may enter 
drag clinic to avoid jail 


BUENOS AIRES (R) — Argen- 
tine soccer star Diego Maradona, 
mit on bail on cocaine charges, 
could escape a jail term of up to 
two years by voluntarily joining a 
drag rehabilitation programme, 
legal sources said Saturday. 

Local news agencies, quoting 
court sources, reported Friday 
that Maradona's blood and urine 
samples had indicated he was 
dependent on drugs rather than a 
sporadic user. 

Legal sources, commenting on 
foe reports, said a judge could 
under local law allow Maradona 
to opt for up to two years of drug 
treatment instead of going to 
jail if he were proven to be 
drug-dependent. 

In such a case, criminal pro- 
ceedings against the stocky mid- 
fielder would be dropped. If con- 
victed of possession and con- 
sumption charges, Maradona 
would face three months to two 
years in jail. 

Maradona, banned from soccer 
until July 1992 for failing a dope 
test in March, is also accused of 
supplying drags to others free of 
charge. 

If found guilty of those 


charges, he could face three to 12 
years in jaO but the charges could 
be dropped if the amount of 
cocaine involved were less than 
five grams, the legal sources 
added. 

Reports have differed as to 
bow much cocaine was found at 
the suburban Bat where Marado- 
na, 30, was arrested with two 
friends April 26. 

Interior Minister Julio Merer 
Figueroa said after the arrest it 
was much less than the half-kilo 
first reported by the local media. 

Forensic tests had shown some of 
the substances confiscated by police 
were higb-purity cocaine while 
other samples proved to be sugar, 
court sources have said. 

Since his release on $20,000 
bail Maradona has left his Buenos 
Aires flat only for a few jogging 
sessions with friends in a nearby 
park. 

His agent Marcos Franchi said 
Maradona, who led the Argenti- 
na team to its 1986 World Cup 
title and to the runner-up spot in 
last year's finals, was receiving 
treatment for drug abuse from a 
team of doctors and nurses. 
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READ THOSE CARDS 
East-West vulnerable. South ed of the CT 
deals. was no need 

NORTH nes8 there, s 

• 5 I 8 4 like* 40 ** 

Aoooo West led 

+ J 10 8 SmT, 

757*2 ZTj SwTSSJ 

■ Q lO 6 3 <7875 2£ k ^ ad *° 

vKJ v 0 10 7 4 


WEST EAST 

49752 ♦ A J 

T' Q 10 8 3 787B 

v K J C Q 10 7 4 

*764 *9532 

SOUTH 

* K 10 3 
7 J 9 4 2 
v A 6 5 

* A K Q 
The bidding: 

South West North East 

1 NT Pass 3 NT Pass 

Pass Pass 


Opening lead: Three of V 
If you axe playing in a game where 
everyone is reasonably competent, 
you can deduce an enormous 
amount from the play of the cards. 
South backed his card-reading abili- 
ty to the hilt on this deal from a 
rubber-bridge game, and he was aid- 
ed by the knowledge that East was 
an expert defender. 

Many players would have used 
Stayman to check on the possibility 
of a 4-4 spade fit However, North 
felt that since his short suit consist- 


ed of the two master cards, there 
was no need to worry about weak- 
ness there, 30 three no trump was 
likely to be the easier contract 

West led a heart, knocking out 
one of dummy’s entries on the go. 
Declarer’s problem was obvious. 

With only six fast tricks, the spade 
suit had to be developed for three 
tricks. 

At the second trick, declarer led a 
spade from the table and East rose 
with the ace. Without a moment’s 
hesitation declarer made the key 
play from hand. South jettisoned 
the ten! The heart return was won 
on the board and declarer came back 
to hand with a spade to the king, 
picking up East’s jack in the pro- 
cess. All that remained was for de- 
clarer to continue with a spade and 
finesse dummy’s eight. When that 
held, nine tricks were in the bank. 

What made declarer underplay 
the ten of spades and then finesse 
the eight? Declarer knew East 
would play the ace of spades from 
only one of two holdings— either A J 
or the bare ace. If the ace was bare, 
declarer was fighting a lost cause. If 
East held both missing honors, de- 
clarer needed to set up the finesse 
position because dummy’s only en- 
try to the spades was going to be 
removed by East's heart return at 
trick three. 


kissed the hands of Princess Di- 
ana and the Duchess of Kent as 
they were introduced to the 
teams. Then he disgraced the 
game with two unpleasant fouls, 
tiie second of which put him in 
the hospital. 

Gascoigne also has a reputa- 
tion for being goaded into fights 
in bars. Under contract to one of 
the British newspapers, he has 
clashed with photographers who 
work for its rivals. 

His aggressiveness had bim 
ejected from a game last season 
for swearing at a referee. He is 
very emotional on the field in 
other ways; exemplified by his 
actions after England’s World 
Cup semifinal defeat to West 
Germany in a penalty shootout 
when he kissed his jersey and 
wept. 

And like Maradona; Gascoigne 
has weight and injury problems. 

A day after Tottenham beat 
north London rival Arsenal in the 
FA Cup semifinal; he was oper- 
ated on for a double hernia. That 
was followed by the knee injury 
in the cup final. 

Despite his highly acclaimed 
ability, critics say his fiery tem- 
perament may work against him 
in the stormy atmosphere of the 
Italian League, where defenders 
frequently use fouling to stop 
talented players. 

Gascoigne can expect the sort 
of harsh treatment Maradona re- 
ceived while playing for Napoli. 

But Lazio, who has not won 
the Italian League title since 
1974, hope be. can do for them 
what Maradona did for Napoli, 
who woo two titles in four seasons 
with the Argentinian starring in 
midfield. 


Mary Slaney 

metre races. Shelly Steely won 
the women’s race in eight minutes 
50.39 seconds and Aaron 
Ramirez took the men's event in 
seven minutes 45.82 seconds. Bri- 
ton Steve Cram was a no-show. 

Olympic champion Steve Lewis 
won the men's 400 metres in 
45.28 seconds, Dean Starkey 
soared 5.76 metres (18 feet KPA 
inches) to win the pole vault, and 
German Astrid Kumbernuss 
won the women’s shot put with a 
best of 19.13 metres (62 feet 9-V* 
inches). 


Injured 
Lendl 
pulls out 
of French 
Open 

PARIS (R) — Triple champion 
Ivan Lendl pulled out of the 
French Open on the eve of the 
Grand Slam tournament Sunday. 

Lendl, who would have been 
the third seed, said in a brief 
statement that he had not reco- 
vered sufficiently from a hand 
injury. 

The Czechoslovak-born Amer- 
ican resident, who pulled out of 
the Italian Open earlier this 
month after injuring his right 
hand, said doctors had advised 
him not to resume playing until 
the end of this week. 

The 31-year-old Lendl’s with- 
drawal opens up the top half of 
tiie men's draw which features 
world number one Stefan Edberg 
as well as U.S. Open champion 
Pete Sampras. 

Lendl's place in the first round, 
against Argentine clay specialist 
Martin Jaite. will be taken by 
lucky loser Andrew Sznajder, 
tournament organisers said. 

Sznajder is a member of the 
Canadian Davis Cup team. 

Lendl, who won at Rolan Gar- 
ros in 1984, 1986 and 1987, mis- 
sed the French Open for the first 
time in his career last year when 
he decided to concentrate on his 
preparations for Wimbledon. 

He was beaten in the semifinals 
at Wimbledon. 


BONN (Agencies) — Olaf Thon 
scored three goals to lead Bayern 
Munich to a 7-3 rout over last- 
place Hertha Berlin Saturday, 
pulling the defending Bundesliga 
champions within two points of 
league-leading Kaiserslautern 
with three games remaining. 

Playing before a home crowd 
of 44.000. Thon scored in the 
19th, 45th and 72nd minutes to 
give Bayern its 17th victory along 
with eight draws and six losses for 
42 points. Kaiserlautem im- 
proved to 17-10-4 for 44 points 
with a 1-1 victory a 1-1 over VFL 
Bochum Friday. 

In other games Saturday, St. 
Pauli shutout FC Cologne 2-0; 
Bayer Leverkusen and Hamburg 
SV tied 2-2; VFB Stuttgart and 
Borussia Moenchengladbach 
drew 1-1; Karlsruhe and Werder 
Bremen also tied 1-1; while SG 
Wattenscheid beat Fortuna Dnes- 
seldorf 2-0. 

Roland Wohlfarth consecutive 
goals in the 50th and 54tb minutes 
to add to Bayern's offensive dis- 
play. Stefan Effenberg and Man- 
fred Bender also scored for 
Bayern. 

Dragutin Celic, Sven Krets- 
chmer and Marco Zenicke tallied 
for Berlin. 

Third-place Bremen had to 
struggle with their hosts, 11th- 
ranked Karlsruhe. 

{Maying before a crowd of ab- 
out 17,000, Marco Bode put Bre- 
men ahead with a goal in the 54th 
minute, bnt Mehmet Scholl 
scored the equalizer for Karl- 
sruhe nine minutes later. 

Bayern went into the game 
without German World Cup play- 
er Jurgen Kohler and his defen- 
sive partner Roland Grahammer 
who are both suspended. 

Jupp Heyuckes's side looked 
hesitant early on until the 


diminutiv e Thou struck his first 
goal to bring relief in the 19th 
minute. Striker Sven Kretschmer 
hit an equalizer for the visitors in 
the 37th minute. 

But once Stefan Effenberg pot 
Bayern 2-1' up two minutes later 
and Thon added a penally just 
before halftime the issue was 
never in doubt. 

Roland Wohlfarth, the league's 
top scorer, boosted his season's 
tally to 20 with goals in the 50tfa 
and 54th minutes before the 25- 
year-old Thon completed his Hat- 
ride in the 72nd. 

Dragotin Celic and Marco Zer- 
nicke scored consolation goals for 
bottom of the table Hertha in the 
59th and 87th minntes. 

“Often the easiest games for us 
turn out to be the hardest. Today 
it was different,” Heynckes said. 

“Grahammer and Kohler were 
not easy to replace in defence and 
there were a few communication 
problems.” 

Meanwhile outbreaks of vio- 
lence marred the closing day of 
former east Germany’s Oberliga 
professional soccer league Satur- 
day. It merges next season with 
the Bundesliga. 

Some 200 young Berlin suppor- 
ters stormed the stadium press 
area in the eastern town of Frank- 
fort On The Oder after Berlin 
beat Victoria Frankfurt 2-1. 

Police arrested eight people 
after the attack. Nobody was 
hurt. 

Fighting on the ■ terraces 
brought a sex-minute interruption 
to a match between Sachsen 
Leipzig and Magdeburg. 

Hooliganism flared this season 
in the former Communist east, 
most of whose teams will now be 
relegated to lower divisions of the 
Bundesliga. 


PS V keep up the pace in 
Dutch League title race 


AMSTERDAM (R) — Leaders 
PSV Eindhoven beat FC Twente 
Enschede 3-1 at home to stay two 
points ahead of title rivals Ajax 
Amsterdam in the Dutch Soccer 
League. 

But, with Ajax having a game 
in band of PSV, the race is likely 
to go right down to the last day 
and could be settled on goal 


difference. The win put PSV on 
51 points but Ajax can dose the 
gap when they travel to mid-table 
FC Volendam. After that both 
the leaders have two games left. 

Playing with fresh determina- 
tion, PSV subjected Twente to a 
constant attack from the opening 
minutes Saturday. 


Maleeva-Fragniere defeats 
Kelesi in Geneva final 


GENEVA (AP) — Manuela 
Maleeva-Fragniere of Switzer- 
land beat Canadian Helen Kelesi 
6-3, 3-6, 6-3 Sunday in the final of 
the $150,000 European Open 
Women’s Tennis Tournament. 

For the second-seeded Frag- 
ntere, a winner here two years 
ago, it was her second title in 
1991 after the Austrian Indoors 
last February. 

“I am particularly pleased be- 
cause she is difficult to play,” said 
the 24-year-old Bulgarian-born 
Fragniere, who became Swiss by 
marriage. 

She began the match aggres- 
sively, mixing her usual steady 
baseline game with rushes to the 
net and drop shots. The fourth- 
seeded Kelesi struggled with her 


serve throughout the 38-mmute 
fest set. 

“I couldn’t seem to get power 
behind ray serve and it’s hard to 
play when you are serving poor- 
ly," said Kelesi, 21, who is rank- 
ed 24th in the world. • 

But Kelesi picked up her game 
in the second set, breaking Frag- 
tdere’s at 4-3 and dosing out the 
set at 5-3 40-30 when the Swiss 
floated a forehand over the base- 
line. 

Fragniere raced to a 5-0 lead in 
the third set as Kelesi showed 
effects of her three-hour victory 
over top-seed Conchita Martinez 
of Spain in Saturday’s semifinals. 

“My legs and my whole body 
are sore,” said Kelesi, last year’s 
losing finalist here. 


Andy Capp 


Mutt'n’Jeff 


WHAT KIND OF A REEtoCTER 
ARE VOU ? THlC SToRV ABOUT 

THE hotel Burn im<s Down 

AN Hour A go is OLD STUFF' 
l WANT HEWS FASTER/” 

— JTHAN TrtATV/"' 








WEMBLEY (AP) — Claudio 
Garda and Dario Franco scored 
on second-half headers to rally 
World Cup runner up Argentina 
to a 2-2 tie with England in. an 
exhibition game Saturday. 

After Gary. Lineker’s header 
put England in front with his 10th 
goal in an English national team 
unifo rm, David Platt made it 2-0 
with another header five minutes 
after halftime, both goals coming 
off cresting by Stuart Pearce. 

Antonio Mohammad set up 
both Argentina’s goals, centering 
the ball twice dS comer kicks. 

The 44,497 fans saw England 
dominate for an hour before 
Mohammad replaced German 
Marte lotto in the- 60th minute. 

Argentina's game degenerated 
in the last 15 minutes with some 
viscious fouls: At one stage 
almost the entire team was 
arguing with Yugoslav referee 
Zoran Petrovic. 

With minutes remaining, Pet- 
rovic yellow carded Garcia for a 
crunching tackle on - England 
rigbtback Lee Dixon. 

The victory stretched England 
manager Graham Taylor’s un- 
beaten streak to eight games 
since bis appointment after last 
summer’s World Cup. 

Lineker’s 15th minute goal came 
from a looping free kick by 
Pearce. Alan Smith’s decoy run 
fooled the Argentina defence 
allowing Lineker to get to the baO 
with a drving header. 


England goalkeeper David. 
Seaman .had to. race oat. of his 
area to dear the ball -bnt other- 
wise was rarely troubled. 

Ariel Boldrini. shot jnst. wide 
from 25 metres and, at the other 
end, Seigfo Goycochea made 
saves on shots from Pearce and 
John Barnes. . . , • . 

Five minntes before half. Sea- 
man dived low to his right torave 
a shot f r om Diego: Stnzeoae. . 
Barnes took the clearing 'pass, 
sprinted, down the left and curled 
' a right-footer that' Gqycodrea 
. finger-tiped wide of the far post." 

Five minntes after half tune 
En gland moved farther ahead 
with a near copy "of the first goaf, 
Platt beat a defender in the air to 
Pearce’s pass before heading a 
powerful shot into the net- ; j 

Pearce nearly scored one of his 
own when be drifted Through the 
penalty . area with, only 
Goycochea to beat but and rofiecT 
the ball across the face of die 
goal. 

Argentina began tts rally m the 
65th minute when Garda met.one 
of Mohammad’s comer’s three* 
yards in front of the goal: and 
directed into the net. 

Six HiitiriteB later, Mohammad 
set up the tying goal from the 
other. wing. 

Franco climbed above the En- 
glish defence to get his head on 
the ball and pound a krage-rahge 
header into the top right-band 
corner of the net. 



HOROSCOPE NOT RECEIVED 


THE BETTER HALF. 




By Harris 



'If ( kiss you too often my lips 
will get musclebound and 
I’ll look stupid.” 



SrPMiPE 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary wonts. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
Of Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 




WHEN .THE COMPANY 
WENT OUT OF &U&1~ 

Nee©/ they all had? 

A FEW REFRESHMENTS 
TO MARK THIS. 


Now arrange the circled tatters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer the M i 


Yesterday’s 


{Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: GRIEF KITTY BENIGN SQUALL 
Answer The hardest thing to give - - - IS '■IN" 


THE Daily Crossword by 


Diene C. Baldwin 


ACROSS 
1 Glaze 

5 Truckers' rigs 
10 Unhinged 

14 Sector 

15 Hackneyed 

16 Biblical patriarch 

17 Fissure 

18 Priscilla's John 
18 — boy! 

20 Furious 

22 "My name is — 
Lev" 

23 Care or duty 
to/ lower 

24 Detest 

27 Affix 

28 Thus 

29 Hooray * 

32 Scour 

33 Computer 


34 — da Franca 

35 Foyer 

36 LHte a tot 

37 Stravinsky 

38 As wed as 

39 Pavilions 

40 Earthy pro mem 

41 Vtm 

42 Vow 

43 Banjo features 

44 Villainous Simon 

46 Enthralled 

47 Scarlett 
49 Fabted ton 

52 Mex. Indian 

53 Cherish 

5S "Godfather" 
actor 

57 Enrages 

58 Panache 

59 High flier 

60 Tucker 

61 Ocean's 
motions 

62 Coaster 

□OWN 
1 AwayotT 
Z Hag My 

3 8a seb a R team 
member 

4 Uke certain 
Instincts 

5 Rower part 

6 A Gardner 


j am 


CilMl Trtww Maola Semen. rc. 
mi ftgna Hesanwi 


7 Temperate 

8 Resident suff. 

9 Sun Yat— 

TO Tether 

1 1 Headed property 

12 Sheep shelter 

13 Gravel deposits 

21 Years and years 

22 Kind of bomb 

25 Church 
calendars 

26 Ripening agent 

27 Concorde 

30 Bitter medicine 

31 Ger. gent 

32 Chafe 

33 — Carlo 

36 Equipment 

37 Swell soothers? 

39 Roman attire 

40 Arab port 
43 Chickens 
45 Expunge 

47 Skip 

48 Mata — 

50 Ashtabula's 

waterfront 


auM^aBSEI 


osjcinn raann rmnn 
nanos naoo noon 
nnnnn anraarnn«nn 
obb rarann nnnonn 
narae bhob 
□onnnnnno nnsnn 
nnnooo bused non 
snnn sunns nann 
□iiitd nans bbobub 
ociann ^snonnono 
sunn anon 
HOiHann srmn non 
omsraosnan nsoras 
nann snnrc raoionn 
anno nnran oranran 


51 Fruit 

53 Sternward 


54551 
56 — Beatty 


t 
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Weekly F.X. Market 
Summary 

(May 20 - May 24, 1991) 

IT* V£. dollar raMy, which began Friday, May 17, when Swedes 
surprised the market by linking the crown to the ECU, Cohered eariy last 
week when the dollar faBcd to breach resistance al( 1.76) marks. Another 
brief dollar raflj took pbee Wednesday, bin the U.S. currency ended the 
week wed below terete reached at the end of the previous week. 

The dollar traded higher In the Far East Monday as uncertainty over 
pessibte d eman d for dollars by S candina vian arbitrageurs prevailed. 
Many had expected deman d for dollars to resume, as Scandinavian 
deales contlmx to cover short dollar positions. The expectations were 
(defied late last week when Sweden ended the crown's Deluge to a basket 
of currencies, 21% of which was comprised by the dollar, Hnirfiw it 
I nstead to the ECU. But when strong dollar demand did not 
the VS. currency failed to breach resistance at ( 1 .76) marks triggering* 
^fave of profit faking by dealers, who were forced to Uqoldate long dollar 
positions taken at the end of the previous week. The dollar wnt^i the day 
at its highest levels for the week, however, dosing in New York at 
(1.7315/25) marks, (138.45/55) yen and at (1.7165/75) dollars to the 
sterling pound. 

The U^. currency fell further Tuesday when the Bundesbank aftd the 
Central Bank of Sweden unexpected)? intervened in support of the 
German currency. The move canght the market by surprise, and given 
the uncertainty ever the Swedish crown situation, the dollar fell sharply, 
d os ing in New York at Hs lowest levels for the week against most mqjor 
c un e uefe s. it dosed al (1.7115/25) marks. (137.25/35) yen and at 
(1.7370/80) dollars to the sterling pound. Some observers speculated |ti « | 
further dollar demand by ScandtnaTfan arbitrageurs would only 
materiafise if the debar fed below (1.70) marks. 

The dollar rallied briefly Wednesday as rumours of a possible Hkrwnnt 
rate cut by the Bank of Japan resurfaced, and was pushed higher by 
com men ts from U.S. commerce secretary Mtasbecber, who was reported 
as saying be believes "... the U.S. recession has hit bottom ..." and that 
he e xpects the U.S. econo my to "... begin turning around by the 
summer.” Further dollar baying occurred when H breached resistance at 
(1.7210) marks and at (137.80) yen. 

The Wednesday rally proved short-Hved, however, as the dollar lost 
grooud against most major cn n e m Jc s Thursday, despite the release of 
April durable goods orders fat the U.S., to show a rise of (2.9%), versus 
market expectations of a (2. 1 %) rise. The improvement came on the heels 
of three consecutive monthly declines, and observers maintained that the 
market is awattfag more concrete evidence the UJ5. recession is coming to 
an end before the dollar uptrend resumes. 

Friday witnessed a strong Deutscbemark rally, inspired by record 
gate in the German stock market. As the yen conthioed to suffer from an 
anticipated deeflne in Japanese interest rates, and while sterling exchange 
rates turned down dne to a <0.5%) cut in Base Rales to (10.5%), the mark 
was pushed higher by comaieuts from HnmutHmt deputy president, 
Hetnml Sdriestoger, who said that German interest rates may not have to 
be raised farther as a result of interest rate dedincs abroad. He 
that money supply growth in Germany was nndcr control and that recent 
rises in wage settlements "... maybe will have only a mfld impart on 
inflation.’’ The mark thus ended at hs highest levels for the week, cksing 
in New York al (1.7035) marks to the dollar, (2^564) marks to the 
aim Ba g pound and at (81.17) yen, verses (1.7385) marks to the dollar, 
(2JI746) marks to the sterling pound and <79.58) yen at the cod at the 
previous week. 

The dollar ts expected to drop farther this week, as a result of teddcal 
seffing, and in anticipation of the release of first quarter GNP figures in 
the U.S. on Wednesday, which some observers expect to show a deefine of 
(2.7%). 

New York Closing Rates for Major Currencies Against tbo 
UA Dollar 


Currency 


Sterling Pound' 
Deutsche Mark 
Swiss Franc ■ • 
French Franc 
| Japanese Yen 


■ LSD Per STG 

Euro-Currency in t eres t Rates' 


77/5/7997 

Close 

24/5/7997 

Close 

Percent 

Change 

1.7110 

7.7355 

7.431 

7 . 7385 

1.7035 

2.051 

1.4700 

7.4573 

■7.29* 

5.8885 

5.7920 

7.67* 

738.35 

138.27 

0.06 i 


17/5/7991 


24/5/7997 


Curreacy 1 -M«tfbl%> 1-Year »%> l-Moalii 1\1 1-Year I 1 

U.S. Dollar 5.87 6.56 5.6^ 6.43 

Sterling Pound 11.81 11.00 11.62 10 . 93 

Deutsche Mark $.75 9.0* 8.75 8.93 

Swiss Franc 8,06 7 .81 8.00 7.75 

French Franc 9.00 9.12 9.12 9.06 

Japanese Yen 7.8Z 7.40 7.87 7.40 

Interbank hid rMo for amount. t-\n-rdlnt I .S. ItnlUrv t.flOa.MMor equivalent. 

Central Bunk of Jordan Exchange Rate Bulletin 

Date:f6/5/7997 


Currency 

Bid 

Offer 

VS. Dollar 

.680 

.682 

Sterling Pound 

1.1782 

1.1841 

Deutsche Mark 

.3987 

.4007 

Swiss Franc 

.4680 

.4703 

French Franc 

.1173 

.1179 * 

Japanese Yen" 

.4912 

.4937 

Dutch Guilder 

.3539 

.3557 

Swedish Krona 

. 7 709 

. 7 7 75 

Italian Lira 4 

. 0536 

.0539 

Belgian Franc 

.01938 

.07948 
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Banker sees EC as core 
of a Europe confederation 


TOKYO (R) — Europe is likely 
to develop into a confederation 
with the 12 members of the Euro- 
pean Community (EC) as a single 
country at its core, the president 
of the European Bank fur Recon- 
struction and Development has 
said. 

Mr. Jacques Attali told a semi- 
nar on challenges for the 21st 
century the confederation was 
likely to include all the countries 
of Europe, including the Soviet' 
Union, a market of 700 million 
people, by the end of this decade. 

He said this was the most likely 
of four scenarios for the future of 


Sudan 
restricts 
withdrawals 
of deposits 
from banks 

KHARTOUM (AP) — The 
Sudanese government has de- 
cided to freeze at least 20 per cent 
of bank deposits over $8,333 fora 
year without interest payment. 

Sidahmed Al Sheikh, governor 
of the Central Bank of Sudan, 
announced the decision Saturday, 
a week after the government’s 
deadline expired for Sudanese to 
exchange their bank notes for 
new paper money. 

At Sheikh said deposits made 
after the May 18 deadline and 
that exceed 100,000 pounds 
($8,333) will have 30 per cent of 
their value frozen. If the amount 
was deposited before the cut off 
date then only 20 per cent will be 
held. 

He said the confiscated money 
will be reimbursed without in- 
terest within 12 months. 

Sudan’s military government 
introduced the currency exchange 
plan to force Sudanese to put 
their money into the banking 
system. It has complained that 
out of the 19 billion pounds in 
circulation only two billion went 
through the banking system. 

One dollar is worth 12 pounds 
on the black market. 

The government gave 
Sudanese one week to trade their- 
old notes for new ones. Each 
person received only 5,000 
pounds ($416) in cash of the new 
notes. The rest had to be put in 
bank accounts. 


Europe. One was that the Euro- 
pean Community would swallow 
up all the other European coun- 
tries, and another that each 
would be an independent and 
sovereign member of a confed- 
eration. 

The fourth, which he called a 
nightmare, was that the 12 would 
not agree to a central bank, a 
common currency and political 
union, a result that would lead 
backwards to nationalism, 
xenophobia, war, migration and 
recession. 

The most likelv scenario, he 


said, was that, through difficult 
negotiations, the 12 would agree 
on a single currency, a central 
bank and unified political institu- 
tions. 

"Such a confederation. linked 
by a common infrastructure, 
democracy, market economies 
and joint institutions, will he 
open to the world. With growth 
and an open market, it will be 
good for the world,’* he sard. 

The bank, headquartered in 
London and officially inaugurated 
last month, aims to promote mar- 
ket reforms and private industry 
in central and East Europe. 


Debt burdens 85% 
of U.S. households 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Eighty- 
five per cent of all American 
households owed money at some 
time last year — on mortgages 
and automobiles credit cards and 
department store wares. 

U.S. household debt nearly tri- 
pled in the last decade, according 
to a Federal Reserve study. But 
analysts say there’s no need for 
alarm. 

“I don’t think it’s dangerous.” 
economist Bruce Steinberg of 
Merrill Lynch Capital ’Markets 
said. "I don’t think it means mass 
consumer bankruptcies, or that 
people are going to lose their 
homes.” 

Still, the record debt could 
slow consumer spending and thus 
temper a recovery from the reces- 
sion. 

“In the *90s, at best, consum- 
ers' spending will keep track with 
their incomes, unlike the ‘80s, 
when debt spending grew so 
much faster than incomes,” 
Steinberg said. 

Consumer spending accounts 
for ewe-thirds of all economy 
activity and is critical to the 
strength of a recovery from the 
recession. 

The study shows that home 
mortgages and consumer debt 
rose from $1.3 trillion at the end 
of 1980 to just under $3.4 trillion 
at the end of 1990. It was con- 
ducted by Glenn Canner and 
Charles Luckett and published in 
the Federal Reserve Bulletin. 

Home-mortgage debt, which 
includes home-equity lines of cre- 
dit, totalled $2.6 trillion at the 
end of 1990, while so-called con- 
sumer debt amounted to about 
$800 billion. Consumer debt in- 
cludes credit cards and auto- 
mobile loans. 

Economist Samuel Kahan of 


Fuji Securities in Chicago noted 
that the repayment period for 
automobile and some household 
loans often is longer new than in 
the past and that the net worth of 
U.S. households had increased 
over the decade. 

Other Federal Reserve statis- 
tics show that consumer debt 
declined for three straight months 
through February as the recession 
deepened, the longest stretch in 
four years. 

But Kahan contends "once 
consumption starts rising, credit 
will start increasing again.” 

Canner and Luckett cited a 
recent survey by the University of 
Michigan showing that 85 per 
cent of all households had an 
outstanding debt obligation at 
some point during the 12 months 
preceding the poll. 

The study said total household 
debt represented 83.5 per cent of 
disposable personal income last 
December, up from 65.4 per cent 
in 1980. Of that, 63.1 per cent 
was home-mortgage debt and 
20.4 per cent was consumer debt. 

“On its face, this rise seems to 
indicate a substantial increase in 
the burden of debt, but that 
conclusion is not necessarily war- 
ranted,” the authors wrote. 

“The vast majority of indebted 
households reported no problems 
meeting thier debt payment 
obligations on time during the 12 
months preceding the survey,” 
they found. 

Still, the American Bankruptcy 
Institute reported that the num- 
ber of consumer bankruptcies 
more than doubled since 1985 to 
a total of 660,796 in the year 
endig last June 30. Consumers 
filed 90 per cent of all bankruptcy 
cases during that year. 


ADB says eastern Europe 
no match for Asian economies 


MANILA (R) — Asia’s dynamic 
economies face a shortage of 
international credit in 1991 be- 
cause of the huge demands of 
eastern Europe and the Gulf for 
capital, the Asian Development 
Bank (ADB) has said. 

But it said that eastern Europe 
was unlikely to be able to com- 
pete with the economies of Asia 
over the next few years. 

“There are good indications 
that eastern European econo- 
mies... will not be serious com- 
petitors of the dynamic Asian 
economies in the foreseeable fu- 
ture,” the ADB said in a report. 

“Rather, it is more likely that 
they will find it increasingly diffi- 
cult to identify areas where they 
can maintain an international 
comparative advantage,” the 
Manila-based bank said in its 
outlook report for 1991. 

It said the expected shift in 
financial resources would create 
competition with development 
countries and could drain funds 
from Asia. 

“The competition for funds will 
increase, as will their cost,” the 
report said. 


The rebuilding of Kuwait and 
Iraq would put further strain on 
the world financial system. 

It anticipated that only 
“choice” borrowers might find 
access to external finance. "At 
present, a major reduction in 
global military spending appears 
to be the only way to avoid such a 
scenario.” it said. . 

According to Jacques Attali. 
the head of the new European 
Bank for Reconstruction and De- 
velopment (EBRD), eastern 
Europe could get up to $123 
billion in aid from Western de- 
velopment agencies and private 
firms over the next decade. 

In a foreword to the outlook. 
ADB President Kimimasa Ta ru- 
in izu said: “Confidence in the 
Asia-Pacific region remains 
strong as the economic base has 
become diversified.” 

“Domestic markets have be- 
come more important, trade link- 
ages within the region have 
strengthened and economic res- 
tructuring, benefitting from high 
investment ratios, continues,” he 
said. 


The report by the 51-member 
ADB, which has lent S32.5 billion 
to developing countries in Asia 
since it was launched in 1966, said 
Asia's four tigers has become 
major investors in export- 
oriented, labour-intensive manu- 
facturing in South East Asian 
countries. 

It said the four — South Korea. 
Taiwan. Singapore and Hong 
Kong — had started to comple- 
ment the investment of Japan in 
the area, so that Asian countries 
now accounted for 60 per cent of 
all investment in South East Asia. 

Hong Kone was the main 
source of direct investment in 
China, accounting for more than 
two thirds of an estimated $30 
billion invested between 1979 and 
1988, although much of this ori- 
ginated in third countries, parti- 
cularly Taiwan. 


Iraqi wheat harvest 
may fall short of ‘90 


BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq's wheat ment will fill the gap and pay for 
harvest will fall short of last year’s the imports while the sanctions 
despite good rains and a cam- continue, 
paign to beat U.N. sanctions by Baghdad says it has signed to 
planting 40 per cent more land, buy one million tonnes of Austra- 
agri cultural experts said Satur- lian wheat. 500,000 tonnes of 
day. Canadian wheat and 200.000 ton- 

The harvest, completed in the nes of rice from Thailand. An 
south and under way in the north, Australian Wheat 1 Board spokes- 
will probably produce between man said talks about a possible 

800.000 and 850.000 tonnes of sale had taken place but no deal 
wheat, compared with about was concluded pending agrce- 

900.000 tonnes in 1990. they said, ment how Iraq would pay for the 
The harvest was badly hit by a wheat. 

shortages of fuel, certified seeds 

and spare parts for agricultural The Iraqi government is distri- 
machinery, they said. buting seven kilogrammes of 

Labour shortages because of wheat flour per person a month 
conscription did not have a major through a ration-card system and 


effort because agriculture in Iraq 
is highly mechanised. 

U.N. trade sanctions have been 
in force against Iraq since last 
August, when it invaded neigh- 
bouring Kuwait, and the coun- 
try’s oil refineries were badly 
damaged in the allied air cam- 
paign during the six-week Gulf 
war. 

The Iraqi government had 
hoped that a bigger harvest would 
help replace some of the 2 J million 
ronnes of wheat a year which Iraq 
has been importing. 

But the import requirement 
will be even greater than usual 
and it is not dear how die govem- 


Baghdad residents say there is no 
shortage in government shops. 

On the free market, flour 
fetches 4.5 dinars ($15) a kilog- 
ramme. about 70 times the offi- 
cial prices, but Trade Minister 
Mohammad Mehdi Saleh says 
people were buying free-market 
supplies only in emergencies. 

Saleh told the army newspaper 
Al Qadisiya the government was 
distributing 300,000 tonnes of 
foodstuffs a month through the 
ration system. He gave no indica- 
tion of how long stocks would 
last. Flour accounts for about 60 
per cent of the ration. 

The monthly rice ration will go 


up from one kilogramme per 
person to 1.5kilogrammesin June, 
suggesting there was enough to 
last until the rice harvest in 
September. 

Saleh said the government lost 
some of its strategic food reserve 
when mobs looted warehouses 
during the Shi’ite Muslim upris- 
ing in the south in March. But 
again he gave no figures. 

The reserve was stored in small 
depots across the country before 
the Gulf war broke out in January 
on the assumption that transport 
and the telephone system would 
suffer, he said. This made the 
reserves more vulnerable to loot- 
ing. 

The agricultural exprrts said 
the trade embargo had caused 
meat prices to rise by up to 
sixfold, mainly because expensive 
domestic producers no longer 
faced competition from cheap im- 
ports. 

Apparently preparing for pro- 
longed sanctions, the government 
decreed this week that farmers 
must sell their wheat, barley and 
paddy rice to government agen- 
cies. 

No figures are yet available for 
the barley harvest, which in re- 
cent years has varied between 
600,000 tonnes and just over one 
million tonnes. 


Saudis set to boost oil 
output starting mid- 92 


DHAHRAN. Saudi Arabia (R) 
— Saudi Arabia, the world’s 
leading oil exporter, is likely to 
increase output by 1.5 million 
barrels a day by the end of 1994. 
Gulf oil industry sources say. 

The projection comes amid re- 
ports that the kingdom’s plans to 
increase capacity have been 
faltering. 

Saudi Oil Minister Hisham Al 
Nazer last March made public 
Riyadh’s goal to restore capacity 
to levels unseen since an oil shock 
after the 1979 Iranian revolution. 

The first extra barrels are likely 
to come through in mid-1992 
from the southern end of Gha- 
war, the world’s biggest oil field. 

Saudi production capacity will 
hold steady at 8.5 million barrels 
a day until the south Ghawar 
project is completed. 

Current Saudi sales are running 
ac almost five per cent below 
production capacity, as agreed 


when the Organisation of Pet- 
roleum Exporting Countries met 
in Geneva. 

But actual wellhead production 
figures are difficult to estimate as 
some of the sales are from stocks. 

The New York-based newslet- 
ter Petroleum Intelligence Week- 
ly reported recently that the ex- 


industry sources in Saudi Arabia 
said there has been no hitches 
since to alter the project time. 

“Ten million barrels per day by 
the end of 1994 is still the target,” 
said one source. 

Fluor Corp. has the lead con- 
tractor rcle constructing new 
plant at the northern end of 


pansion timetable was strained by Ghawar which Araraco aims to 
shifts in policy and that 10 million put into operation by mid-1993. 


barrels per day would be 
achieved only by 1995, and not by 
1992 as some had believed last 
October. 

At the Dhahran headquarters 
of Saudi Arabian Ofl Company 
(Saudi Aramco), various speeds 
for raising capacity were ex- 
amined during the early stages of 
the Gulf crisis but decisions were 
deferred until the outcome be- 
came dearer, industry sources 
said. 

Reuters reported the 1994 
target date two months ago and 


Fluor is also handling develop- 
ments in two off shore fields in the 
Gulf, Zutuf and Marjan, which 
are expected to bring around 
500,000 barrels per day (b/d) of 
Arab Medium on stream by mid- 
1994, the industry sources said. 

Development work on expand- 
ing production from these fields 
was left half-done in the mid- 
1980s when prices dropped and 
Saudi output was shackled at just 
above three million b/d by OPEC 
deals attempting to bolster the 
prices. 


OH firms report higher profits 


NEW YORK (AP) — Texaco 
Inc., Chevron Corp., Amerada 
Hess Corp. and Oryx Energy Co. 
have posted double-digit in- 
creases in first-quarter profits, 
but the ofl industry's performance 
reflected a decline in petroleum 
prices from highs recorded during 
the Gulf crisis. 

Meanwhile, Phillips Petroleum 
Co. recorded a profit decline of 
38 per cent, pulled down by slow 
sales and depressed natural gas 
prices. 

Texaco, the nation’s third- 
largest oil company, reported 
profits for the quarter ended 
March 31 jumped 26.5 per cent to 
$415 million, or $1.51 per share, 
from $328 miilon or $1.15 per 
share in 1990’s first quarter. 

The company said the perform- 
ance largely grew out of strong 
overseas manufacturing and 
marketing operations, where pro- 
fits roughly doubled to $221 mil- 
lion due in part to stronger sales 
and higher profit margins. 


Texaco said earnings from ex- 
ploration and production were 
slightly higher in the U.S. but fell 
abroad. 

Chevron, the nation’s fourth - 
biggest oil company, reported an 
18 per cent rise in first-quarter 
profit, attributing the gain to 
improvements at refining and 
marketing operations. 

The oil industry giant also said 
it benefited eariy in the quarter 
from higher prices for refined 
products. 


FOR RENT 

FURNISHED AND UNFURNISHED APARTMENTS 

Each consists of three bedrooms, sitting & living rooms, dining 
room, two baths, kitchen and three balconies. 

Independent central heating and telephones. 

Location: Shmeisani near Birds' Garden. 

Tel.: 667862-665243-642351 


An unusually warm winter also 
eroded demand and prices for 
natural gas, the San Francisco- 
based company said. 

Chevron reported quarterly net 
income of $557 million or J159 
per share. 

Amerada Hess Corp. , the 15tb- 
iargest oil company, reported in- 
come rose 90.7 per cent for the 
first quarter, primarily due to a 
one-time gain from the settle- 
ment of litigation relating to natu- 
ral gas sales contracts. 


^Cinema Tel: 634144" 

“ PHILADELPHIA 


HER ALIBI 


Show: 12:30. 3:30, 6:15. 8 JO. 10:30 p.ro. 


VILLA FOR .RENT 

A ground floor villa, consisting of three bedrooms, two 
bathrooms, spacious salon, dining area, maid room with a 
bathroom, separate garage, store, garden. Location: 
Shmeisani, opoosite the Chinese Embassy, annual rent 
JD 8,000 

Pis. call tei. 660734 & 672818 Amman 


FDR SALE 
By Sealed Bid 

1985 Mazda GLX 626 automatic, red sports coupe, 
90,000 km, excellent condition. Reserve price JD 1 ,500. 

Bids close 11:00 a.m. May 30 

Cal! Miss Khuloud 811308 - from 8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 


REQUIRED 


■ J.Y-H , \ H ■ L~f . ) J zl ' r<rTI k-t : 


=i t- . *■ ; [' 


English native speakers (preferably graduates) to teach 
children and adults. 

For further Information please call tel. no. 680726 
between 4 — 6 p.m. 


Tel: 625155 



Show: 12130. 3:30. &3Q, 8:30. 10:30. p.m. 


Laila Alawi 

in 

THE INTOXICATED 

Arabic 

Show: 3030. 6:30. 8:30 p.m 


HORIZON TRANSLATION 
CENTRE 

Ubersetzung - Translation - Translation ■ 
Traduction - Traduzione- 

Legal Translation for all languages 

M. Abu Gharbieh 
Amman - King Hussein Str. 

Tei. 613564 CL- Majdawi 


4th Circle, big garden, heating, telephone, 
bedrooms. 

Call tel. 649110 


FOIST AQABA FUN FISHING TOURNAMENT 

The first fun fishing tournament for diplomatic, consular, 
U.N. staff will be held in Aquamarina Hotel-Club in 
Aqaba on Thursday May 30th, 1991 from 5:00 p.m. till 
11:00 p.m. 

The organising committee invites all participants to bring 
their fishing gears with them. Bates will be supplied. 

A drawing for positioning will be held at 4:00 p.m. 

Three awards for the first 3 winners, prizes will be 
provided and a special prize for the most unusual fished 
fish. 

A cocktail and a banquet will be held for the prize award. 
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'arty looks to old friend after 
Sandhi widow rejects leadership 


NEW DELHr (AP) — Left 
icaderiess by the death of former 
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi, the 
Congress Party is likely to turn to 
an old family friend to lead it 
through elections next month, 
newspapers said Sunday. 

The reports indicated that 69- 
year-old P.V. Narasimha Rao is 
likely to be elected as interim 
president of the party that has led 
India for all but four years of its 
history since independence in 
1947. 

“The chances of Rao... are 
rated pretty high," the Times of 
India newspaper reported. 

Other newspapers also said 
Rao was a likely candidate after 
Gandhi's Italian-born widow. 
Sonia, declined a Congress offer 
to head the party. 

Gandhi, 46, was killed in a 
bomb attack last Tuesday at an 
election rally near Madras, the 
capital of the southern state of 
Tamil Nadu. His death inter- 
rupted national elections that had 
started a day earlier. 

Voting in the first round of the 
three-stage elections was com- 
pleted May 20 for 204 constituen- 
cies. Balloting for the remaining 
303 constituencies has now been 
delayed until mid-June. 

In asking Mrs. Gandhi to be- 
come party president. Congress 
bosses had apparently hoped to 


reap sympathy votes in the re- 
maining elections. But many 
observers and opposition parties 
criticised the decision as a proof 
that Congress needs a memeber 
of the Gandhi dynasty at the top 
to survive. 

Gandhi's grandfather. Jawa- 
harlal Nehru, was India's first 
prime minister, and his mother 
headed the government until Ra- 
jiv took over when she was assas- 
sinated in 1984. 

The 18-member working com- 
mittee of the Congress was sup- 
posed to meet Saturday to elect a 
leader, but the meeting was put 
off. with no date for the session 
scheduled. 

The indecision pointed up the 
confusion in the party and the 
simmering differences among 
party bosses, which had previous- 
ly been kept down by the Gandhi 
family. 

But Rao, a 69-year-old leader 
from the southern state of 
Andhra Pradesh, appeared to be 
emerging as the consensus leader, 
the Indian Express newspaper 
said. 

Rao was close to both Gandhi 
and his mother, former Prime 
Minister Indira Gandhi. He also 
is on the verge of political retire- 
ment and did not contest in the 
elections. 

He was in the cabinet from 



P.V. Narasimha Rao 


1980-89, serving a time as foreign 
minister. 

Sonia Gandhi, 44. has cam- 
paigned actively for her husband 
in his Ametbi constituency along 
with their children. 2 1-year-old 
daughter Priyanka and 20-vear- 
oid son Rahul, but has show scant 
political ambition. 

In turning down the Congress 
request to take over as party 
president. Mrs. Gandhi said the 
tragedy made it impossible for 
her to accept. 

On Sunday. Rahul collected 
the ashes of the slain leader, who 
was cremated in the capital Fri- 


day. In keeping with Hindu cus- 
toms, the ashes will be strewn in 
the faith's holy rivers Tuesday. 

The spot chosen is Sangam. the 
confluence of the Ganges. Yamu- 
na and the mythical Saraswali 
Rivers in the city of Allahabad, 
where the Nehru family lived. 

Gandhi, who was prime minis- 
ter from 1984 to 1989. might have 
regained his job in this month’s 
election, but it was unlikely the 
Congress would have won a 
majority. 

India had seemed headed for a 
coalition government, quite poss- 
ibly with Gandhi as prime minis- 
ter. 

Indian news reports said Sun- 
day the Central Bureau of Inves- 
tigation, India's equivalent of the 
American FBI. has taken over 
the probe of the assassination. 

Preliminary investigations have 
found Gandhi was killed by a 
suicide bomber who had strapped 
plastic explosives around her 
waist. She detonated them as she 
stooped to greet Gandhi. At least 
17 other people including the 
assassin died in the blast in 
Sriperambudur village. 

No one has claimed responsi- 
bility, but investigators believe a 
Sri Lankan Tamil guerrilla group, 
the Liberation Tigers of Tamil 
Eelam, may be involved. The 
Tigers have denied responsibility. 


Pakistan wants strong Indian government 


ISLAMABAD (R) — Pakistan 
wants a strong, stable govern- 
ment to emerge in India following 
Rajiv Gandhi's assassination, 
able to tackle decades of suspi- 
cion and armed conflict, govern- 
ment officials said Sunday. 

“If it is a strong government it 
can deal with problems. If it is a 
weak government it will be con- 
coned with survival, it is in 


everybody's interest that it is a 
strong government,” a senior 
official said. 

India and Pakistan have fought 
three wars since independence 
from Britain in 1947 and still 
trade shots across the heavily- 
armed line of control that divides 
Kashmir. 

Before his death last week in a 
bomb blast in south India, Gan- 


dhi was a key aspirant ro the 
premiership though national elec- 
tions looked unlikely to give any- 
body a dear majority. 

With the remaining two days of 
polling delayed until next month, 
policy makers in Islamabad say 
they must wait and see what son 
of government emerges in New 
Delhi. 


New SFD head faces showdown 
on German role, site of capital 


BONN (R) — Germany’s opposi- 
tion Social Democrats (SPD) 
meet in high spirits this week to 
prepare a national election chal- 
lenge to Chancellor Helmut Kohl 
— and sparks could fly at their 
congress over sensitive policy 
points. 

The SPD goes info its four-day 
congress buoyed by a sharp up- 
turn in its fortunes after a 
crushing election defeat six 
months ago. 

The conservative Kohl is slid- 
ing in the polls, the SPD has won 
a majority in Germany's states 
and future party chief Bjoem 
Engholm is near the top of the 
popularity charts. 

Latest polls now put the SPD 
two points ahead of Kohl, and say 
the Social Democrats could lure 
the liberal Free Democrats (FDP) 
in to leaving the chancellor for a 
centre-left government in 1994. 

But debates over united Ger- 
many's rote in the world or the 
final site of its capital could 
generate so much friction at (he 
SPD congress that the parly's 
new lead might go up in smoke. 

The congress, which opens 
Tuesday an Bremen, will be a 


crucial test for Engholm, a suave 
politician who believes in fiving 
well. He will have to show a 
tough streak horn the moment he 
is elected SPD chairman Wednes- 
day. 

“ft is highly likely that, at the 
end of the congress, the main 
acton — including (he new direc- 
tor Engholm — will leave more 
damaged than dynamised,” the 
newsweekly Der Spiegel said. 

Engholm. 51. the soft-spoken 
premier of Schleswig-Holstein 
state bordering Denmark, has 
been warning members: “a weak 
government does not automati- 
cally mean a strong SPD." 

He reluctantly agreed to lead 
the fractious party after the abra- 
sive SPD standard-bearer Oskar 
Lafontaine. who was trounced by 
Kohl in last December's general 
election, refused the job. 

Lafontaine won only 33.5 per 
oent of the vote. Latest polls give 
the SPD 40 per cent. 

Down but not out, Lafontaine 
will keep a sharp watch as En- 
gholm — a man who prefers 
puffing his pipe in art galleries to 
politicking in smoke-filled rooms 
— brings modern man- 


agement and centrist economics 
to the traditional working men's 
party. 

The debate on Kohl's plans to 
expand Germany's military rote 
abroad will be the crucial hurdle 
for Engholm at the congress. 

Stung by criticism of Bonn's 
low profile in the Gulf war. Kohl 
wants to amend the constitution 
to let German troops be deployed 
outside NATO in future crises. 

SPD local branches have put in 
147 proposals on the issue, far 
more than on any other topic, 
and a majority of them oppose 
even unarmed service in United 
Nations peace-keeping units. 

“It is a charming understate- 
ment in the SPD's favour to say 
the party is split on the issue of 
the army's future role." SPD 
parliamentarian Horst Nig- 
gemeier commented. 

Engholm and other moderates, 
including former Chancellor Wil- 
ly Brandt, would send troops 
abroad only if the U.N. were 
reformed to ensure it commands 
any multinational coalition rather 
than one member, as the United 
States did in the Gulf. 


A year after poll win, Burma’s 
opposition silenced by fear 


BANGKOK (R) — A year after 
its election landslide victory. Bur- 
ma’s opposition has been silenced 
by a military campaign of arrests 
and intimidation. 

What hopes still remain for 
change lie increasingly with the 
outside world. 

The National League for 
Democracy (NLD) won 392 of 
the 485 parliamentary seats con- 
tested in the May 27, 1990, elec- 
tion, the first free poll in Burma 
for more than 30 years. 

Harassed by a military govern- 
ment that has refused to hand 
over power, it has now all but 
ceased to function. 

“The NLD is in a sad state. 
They have been effectively de- 
capitated by a process of mostly 
imprisoning their senior mem- 
bers," said a Rangoon-based 
political observer, who insisted 
on anonymity. 

The military has extended its 
dampdown even to the predomi- 
nant Buddhist religion and last 
October sent troops into monas- 
teries to root out dissident 
monks. 

Thousands of Burmese have 
fled the country, including some 
elected members of parliament 
who in December set up a para- 
llel government at the headquar- 
ters of an ethnic rebel group. 

“Its about as hopeless'a situa- 
tion as I have seen,” another 
political analyst in Rangoon said. 

"The people are thoroughly 
cowed,” he said. 

Human rights groups say hun- 
dreds, perhaps thousands, of 
political prisoners languish in 
Burma’s jails where torture is 
common, and at times fatal. 


The only hope for change was 
through international pressure. 
Professor Josef Silverstein, a Bur- 
ma specialist at Rutgers Universi- 
ty in the United States, said. 

“If there is no action from the 
international community, the 
military will be able to maintain 
their hold on the population for 
another five or 10 years.” Silver- 
stein said. 

“The people are not going to 
do anything as they know that 
they will be met with bursts of 
gunfire if they do." he said in a 
telephone interview. 

The army shot thousands of 
people to crush a nationwide 
uprising for democracy in 1988. 

Western diplomats said the in- 
ternational operation in support 
of Kurdish refugees has set a 
precedent for collective action on 
human rights that could be ap- 
plied to Burma. 


military’s failure to give up pow- 
er. 

Evans said Australia would dis- 
cuss with the United States and 
like-minded governments the 
possibility of implementing a 
trade and arms embargo against 
Burma and would seek the sup- 
port of Burma's regional neigh- 
bours China, Singapore and 
Thailand. 


Western governments are con- 
cerned that the Burmese army 
has begun boosting its arsenal 
and manpower. It has recently 
agreed to buy weapons worth Si 
billion from China and may be 
aiming at a future armed strength 
of 500.000 men, analysts said. 

Such a build-up could alarm 
Thailand, which has established 
close ties with the junta since 
1988. Silverstein said. 


Australia which has a signifi- 
cant ethnic Burmese population, 
has said it might join Sweden in 
sponsoring renewed pressure on 
Burma in the United Nations 
later this year. 

“It is now increasingly difficult 
to avoid the conclusion that... 
(the) election was a fraud de- 
signed by the military only to 
flush out next layer of dissident 
democratic leaders.” Australian 
Foreign Minister Gareth Evans 
said on May 16. 

However. U.N. resolutions on 
Burma have met resistance. 

Last November the U.N, 
General Assembly shelved a re- 
solution demanding release of 
Burmese political prisoners and 
expressing concern about the 


_ One remaining thorn in the 
side of the military rulers is Aung 
San Suu Kyi, the charismatic 
leader of rhe NLD who has been 
held under house arrest since 
July. 1989. 

Aung San Suu Kyi, 45. is re- 
vered as the daughter of Aung 
San. the man who led Burma to 
independence from Britain in the 
1940s. 

In January. Czechoslovakian 
President Vaclav Havel nomin- 
ated her for the Nobel Peace 
Prize, calling her the “symbol of a 
widespread movement for civil 
liberties and human rights." 

The award “would be the best 
means to focus the attention of 
the world community on the tra- 
gic human-rights situation in Bur- 
ma and help the movement for 
democracy," Havel said. 


Violence 
hits Irish 
Republic, 
N. Ireland 


DUBLIN IR) — Ireland, both 
the Republic and the North, was 
hit by a weekend of violence 
when both Protestant and Repub- 
lican gunmen went on the offen- 
sive despite a temporary truce, 
now fast-crumbling. 

In a cross-border raid Satur- 
day. Protestant extremists from 
British-ruled Northern Ireland 
crossed inro the Irish Republic 
and killed a councillor from the 
Irish Republican Army's political 
wing. Sinn Fein. 

Then in Belfast. Irish Republi- 
can guerrillas killed a British sol- 
dier and critically injured 
another in a bomb attack on an 
army barracks. 

“This was a cowardly murder 
carried out by terrorists who have 
nothing else to offer the province 
but death after death," an army 
spokesman said. 

Early Sunday morning, two 
policemen were* injured in a car 
bomb explosion in Cookstown, 
County Tyrone. 

The violence came against a 
backdrop of growing optimism 
over peace talks aimed at return- 
ing battle-scarred Northern Ire- 
land to self-government after 17 
years of direct rule from London. 

Gunmen from both sides of the 
sectarian divide called a ceasefire 
when the talks were launched last 
month by Britain's Northern Ire- 
land minister. Peter Brooke. 

That temporary truce now 
appears to be in tattere. 

The Ulster Freedom Fighters, 
battling to keep the province 
British, warned after shooting 
Councillor Eddie Fullerton at his 
home that there would be more 
killings unless the IRA halted its 
“Protestant genocide." 

The IRA, fighting to oust the 
British, has in the past week 
stepped up attacks on police and 
soldiers, shot a fruit merchant 
who supplied British security 
forces and killed a leading mem- 
ber of the Protestant Orange 
Order. 

After* 10 days of bickering and 
confusion , Brooke finally won 
all-party agreement last week to 
hold the talks in Belfast. 


U.S. urges 

NATO 

control 

over any 

European 

force 


PARIS (R> — The United States 
would appose any moves by its 
European allies to set up an 
independent military force not 
under NATO control, U.S. De- 
fence Secretary Dick Cheney said 
Sunday. 

Cheney and other NATO de- 
fence minister are due to approve 
plans this week for a multination- 
al “rapid reaction” force of up to 
100,000 men aimed at deterring 
future threats to the alliance now 
the cold war is over. 

But some West European pow- 
ers. particularly France, also 
want the European allies to form 
a separate force — possibly with a 
mandate to operate outside 
Europe, something that NATO 
cannot do. 

Cheney said Washington sup- 
ported recent moves by Western 
European countries to bolster 
their joint security, but he stres- 
sed the Atlantic alliance must 
remain the cornerstone of U.S.- 
European military cooperation. 

“We want to participate in 
those debates, but with the caveat 
that we are not interested in 
supporting anything that would 
undermine NATO," he told re- 
porters travelling with him from 
Washington. 

He travels on to Brussels Tues- 
day for the two-day NATO meet- 
ing and will then go on to Israel 
and Egypt. 

France, whose forces are not 
integrated into NATO's military 
structure, wants a new Euro- 
pean force to be set up under the 
12 -nation European Community. 
Others want the nine-member 
Western European Union 
fWEU) to control it. 

Cheney told reporters he 
would reiterate to both rhe 
French and to NATO ministers 
that Washington supported 
moves by the WEU and EC to 
strengthen their security as eco- 
nomic relationships were 
cemented in Europe. 


“But we think it is very impor- 
tant that these developments not 
undermine NATO in any way — 
that the foundation of North 
Atlantic securicy has to continue 
to be the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation.” he added. 

Cheney defended the use of 
military force in operations out- 
side the NATO area if alliance 
interests were threatened else- 
where in the world. 


“The Gulf war had a sobering 
effect on a lot of people,” he said. 

“ft was a very good demonstra- 
tion of the importance of our 
being able to function out of 
area... I think it served to bolster 
the notion that those of us who 
are members of NATO need to 
have arrangements for dealing 
with that kind of contingency." 

In the interview with reporters, 
he said progress had been made 
between the United States and 
the Soviet Union during the past 
week towards settling a dispute 
ov er co unting Soviet forces under 
a CFE treaty on conventional 
forces in Europe. 

Meanwhile, Dutch Prime 
Minister Ruud Lubbers, whose 
country takes over the presidency 
of the European Community 
(EC) in July, urged European 
nations Sunday to commit them- 
selves to playing a greater role in 
NATO. 

But he added that a new asser- 
tive role for the Europeans in 
defence matters should not be 
allowed to shake relations with 
the United States. 


Roh shakes up cabinet in 
bid to regain confidence 


SEOUL (R) —7 South Korean 
President Roh Tae-Woo re- 
vamped his cabinet Sunday, re- 
placing four ministers, ro try to 
restore sagging public confidence 
in the government, a presidential 
spokesman said. 

Roh. seeking to end the politic- 
al turmoil that has rocked die 
nation for a month, named for- 
mer prosecutor-general Kim Ki- 
Choon, 51. as justice minister. 
Rhee Yong-Man, head of the 
Office of Bank Supervisor] and 
Examination, becomes finance 
minister. The energy and health 
ministers were also replaced. 

Roh agreed the appointments 
at a meeting Sunday with newly 
appointed Prime Minister Chung 
Won-Shik. 

“President Roh stressed that 
the government must make all- 
out efforts to firmly establish 
legal order and resolve social and 
economic problems while consoli- 
dating the basis for stability," the 
presidential spokesman said in a 
televised statement. 

Critics of the government im- 
mediately complained that the 
shake-up was intended to con- 
tinue hardline policies against, 
domestic political opponents. 

"The cabinet reshuffle goes 
against the people's wishes for 
and end to repressive security- 
oriented policies, ft is clear that 
the president plans to strengthen 
these policies," a spokesman at 
the main opposition New Demo- 
cratic Party (NDP) said in a 
statement. 

Jin Nyum, vice economic plan- 
ning minister, takes over from 
Lee Hee-Il as energy minister. 
Ahn Pil-Joon, a retired four-star 
general, was named to succeed 
Health Minister Kim Jung-Soo. 

Last Friday, President Roh re- 
placed hardline Prime Minister 
Ro Jai-Bong with Chung, a 62- 


year-old conservative educator. 

Roh is counting on the cabinet 
changes and Thursday’s amnesty 
of 258 people accused or con- 
rioted of political crimes to calm 
weeks of anti-government de- 
monstrations sparked by the fatal 
police beating of a university 
student on April 26. 

The unrest has been the most 
widespread and serious since 
1987 protests forced Chun Doo 
Hwan’s authoritarian regime to 
concede free presidential elec- 
tions. 

Unlike in 1987, middle-dass 
Koreans have not joined the de- 
monstrations. Roh, clearly con- 
cerned to cairn public concern 
about rising prices and a billow- 
ing crime wave, took the oppor- 
tunity to dump Finance Minister 
Chung Yung-Euy and Justice 
Minister Yi Jong-Nam — both 
seen as hardliners. 

Dissidents and opposition par- 
ties condemned Chung's appoint- 
ment as premier, saying the con- 
servative educator would merely 
continue repressive 
against political dissent 

Chung, 62, is best remembered 
for outlawing the teachers’ union 
in 1989, when he was education 
minister. On taking office Satur- 
day, he immediately called for 
stability and calm. 

As Roh and Chung met at trie 
presidential mansion to finalise 
the list of the new cabinet, 
thousands of police deployed in 
drenching rain at a vast plaza in 
western Seoul to enforce a ban on 
a planned anti-government rally 
by activist teachers. 

Rally organisers later switched 
the venue to a university sports 
ground where more than 10,000 
teachers gathered to protest 
against the suppression of their 
union. No clashes were reported. 


5 killed in renewed 


violence in S. Africa 

National Congress 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — Five 
black men were killed in political 
unrest in South Africa, bringing 
the weekend death toll to at least 
13. police said Sunday. 

The fresh violence- was re- 
ported a day after government, 
church and business leaders laun- 
ched a fresh attempt to end the 
black township violence, the 
main obstacle to power-sharing 
talks leading to a post-apartheid 
South Africa. 

A police report on unrest in the 
24 hours to midnight Saturday 
said one man was bnmt to death 
by a petrol-soaked flaming 
"necklace" tyre, two men were 
shot and one was hacked to death 
in Johannesburg's Soweto 
township. 

A fifth man was stabbed to 
death at Nkulu in troubled Natal 
province. 

Seven people were shot or 
hacked to death in an attack by 
an armed gang in Soweto’s Pim- 
ville district Friday evening. 

An eighth person was shot 
dead by police investigators who 
arrived shortly after the attack. 

Residents said the attack was 
by members of the Zulu-based 
fokatha Freedom Party, the main 
rival of Nelson Mandela’s leftist 


African 
(ANC). 

• Police said they had no idea 
who carried out the attack. 

Meanwhile, a two-day peace 
summit in Pretoria, boycotted by 
the African National Congress 
(ANQ and its allies, decided 
Saturday to set up two commit- 
tees to help organise talks accept- 
able to ail parties. 

The ANC, the main black 
organisation fighting apartheid, 
shunned the meeting because it 
was convened by the govern- 
ment, but says it is willing to 
attend a conference organised by 
an impartial group. 

“The problem of violence and 
intimidation can only be resolved 
satisfactorily if all the main role 
players are involved," said Presi- 
dent F.W. De Klerk, closing the 
Pretoria conference. 

Appealing to the ANC to join 
his peace efforts, he said: “Vio- 
lence is the scourge from our 
troubled past. We dare not allow 
it to continue to reap its deadly 
harvest” 

There was no immediate reac- 
tion from the ANC, but De Klerk 
said he hoped progress by the 
committees would help efforts to 
draft a non- racial constitution. 


Soviet spaceship with U.K. 


cosmonaut returns to Earth 


MOSCOW (R) — A Soviet 
spaceship carrying three cosm- 
onauts, including the first Briton 
in space, returned safely to earth 
Sunday, the Soviet News Agency 
(TASS) said. . 

“The Soviet Soyuz TM-ll 
spaceship has just landed softly in 
a designated area on the territory 
of the (Central Asian) Republic 
of Kazakhstan," TASS reported. 

On board was 27-year-old Brit- 
ish scientist Helen Sharman. who 


spent eight days in space aboard 
the orbiting Mir ■ space station 
helping to carry out scientific 
experiments. 

TASS said the spacecraft land- 
ed at 1005 GMT in the Dzhezkaz- 
gan area of Kazakhstan. 

Sharman’s mission was funded' 
by the London-based Soviet 
Bank Moscow Narodny as pan of 
a Soviet effort to boost commer- 
cial cooperation with the West in 
space research. 


OAU ministers set to grapple with change in Africa 


LAGOS (R) — The impact of 
civil wars, pro-democracy pro- 
tests and the dismantling of apar- 
theid in South Africa will domin- 
ate talks by African foreign 
ministers opening in the Nigerian 
city of Abuja Monday. 

The talks, ahead of the annual 
Organisation of African Unity 
(OAU) summit, will give mem- 
bers a chance to chart a course for 
their continent in a world where 
powerful trading blocs are being 
forged in the slipstream of East- 
West detente. 

Nigerian Foreign Minister Ike 
Nwachukwu said security, apar- 
theid and economic development 
would be major issues at the June 
3-5 summit in Abuja. Nigeria's 
planned new capital. 

Rarely has the 51-member 
OAU met amid such widespread 
uncertainty in a continent where 
some countries are bywords for 
dictatorship, oonflict, famine and 
corruption. 

Several dictators long propped 
up by superpower rivalry have 
been forced from office since the 
last OAU summit — most recent- 
ly Ethiopia's Mengistu Haile 
Mariam, who flew into exile in 
Zimbabwe last week as rebels 


advanced. 

Some civil wars have increased 
in ferocity. Others, notably in 
Angola and Mozambique, have 
wound down, giving hope for a 
continent riddled with economic 
woes. Pro-democracy protests 
have flared in several African 
states. 

Conference sources said it was 
not known how many leaders 
would be at Abuja because of 
domestic strife in several coun- 
tries, including Cameroon, the 
Central African. Republic, 
Ethiopia, Ivory Coast, Liberia, 
Sierra Leone, Somalia and Zaire. 

North of the Sahara, Arab 
OAU members such as Algeria 
and Egypt are coming to terms 
with the aftermath of the Gulf 
war. 

Ugandan President Yoweri 
Museveni, the current OAU 
head, appealed in Kampala last 
week for democracy and unity to 
end civil wars, famine and econo- 
mic collapse. 

“Dictatorship is the major 
source of instability and dictators 
most be challenged," said 
Museveni, who himself came to 
power after a bush war. 

Museveni is expected to be 


succeeded as OAU chairman in 
Abuja by Nigeria’s military presi- 
dent, Ibrahim Babangida, who 
has pledged to restore power to 
elected civilians in Africa’s most 
populous nation next year. 

Regional security is a concern 
of countries such as Nigeria, 
which fears a “domino effect" in 
West Africa following a civil war 
in Liberia and fighting in Sierra 
Leone triggered by Liberian rebel 
leader Charles Taylor. 

Nigeria is the main supplier of 
troops to a six-nation West Afri- 
can peacekeeping force in Liberia 
and has up to 2,000 soldiers in 
Sierra Leone. 

The Abuja talks are starting 
only days after the departure 
from Angola of Cuban troops 
who propped up a Marxist gov- 
ernment there against U.S.- 
backed rebels for 16 years. It was 
the last major foreign force on 
the continent. 

Military sources doubt whether 
a collective African security 
arrangement is possible because 
of a lack of cash on a continent 
with a total ftneign.debt of $270 
billion. 

Conference sources said Afri- 
can National Congress (ANC) 


leader Nelson Mandela was ex- 
pected at the summit, where eco- 
nomic sanctions on South Africa 
would be .discussed. 

Western diplomats in Lagos 
said Zulu chief Mangosuthu 
Butbelezi, whose Inkatha Free- 
dom Party has been involved with 
the ANC in South African 
township violence, might also 
attend. 

“Maybe three or four African 
nations will push for the removal 
of sanctions at the summit but the 
vast majority will' resist such a 
move,” Oladapo Fafowora. a for- 
mer Nigerian ambassador to the 
U.N., told Reuters. 

But he said the mood was one of 
cautious optimism following Pre- 
toria’s moves to dismantle pillars 
of apartheid. 

OAU Secretary-General Salim 
Ahmad Salim said this month 
that African nations, which hope 
to create a common market, 
would take a significant step to- 
wards economic unity in Abuja. 

“In view of the changes taking 
place in die world ... we hope this 
OAU meeting will be a major 
event in terms of shifting the- 
focus from political to economic 
issues,” Fafowora said. 
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2 sentenced to death 
for grave robbing 


PEKING (R)— Two leaders of a 
60-strong gang of grave robbers 
who stole gold, silver; and jade 
buried to help tiro corpses in: tjje 
after-life were sentencedto-death 
in the south -China dtyof Hen- 
gyang, an official newspaper said. 
The gang robbed' 70 graves of 
jewellery worth morethan‘48,000' 
yuan ($9,000), said the .Huron 
Daily. 


Yoko Ono offers 
scholarships ' 
to remember 
Lennon 


LONDON (R) — ; Yoko ;Ono, 
widow of rock ringer John Leo- 

. 1- - J tl - - 


non, has offered CverpooFUm- 
verrity £300,000 (3320,000) to 


keep his name alive in bis home- 
town, the umveriuty said. :Ono 
wrote to theuniversity last month 
offering ibe scholarships, uni- 
versity Vice-Chancellor Graeme 
Davies said. The Johu Leiunn 
Memorial Scholarships would go 
to academically excellent stu- 
dents suffering financial 
hardship, and to boost awareness 
of environmental issues. “We 
hope to set up a trust which Win 
forever link the name of John 
Lennon with the Univerrify of 
Liverpool and the advancement 
of environmental issues ' which 
were dose to his heart," Davies 
said. 


Johnny Carson 
to say goodbye 
next year 


LOS ANGELES (R) — It’s 
“goodbye Johnny.” Johnny Car- 
son, king of U.S, television talk 
hosts, is finally going, but- not 
until next year. Canon, 65, who 
started saying back in 1979 he 
wanted to leave The Tonight 
Show, told NBC affiliate station 
chiefs in New York: “My last 
show is going to be on May 22nd, 
1992." Along with tiro trim, per- 
ky Carson mil go his perpetual 
sidekick. Ed McMahon, the man 
with the hearty laugh who never 
heard a canon joke be did not 
like. The show began with 
McMahon bellowing “h-e-e-e- 
re’s" Johnny,” but now it will be 
“h-e-e-e-re’s" ... who? NBC, the 
network which broadcasts the 
Carson show, played down spe- 
culation about his successor. A 
spokesman said the network 
would have no immediate com- 
ment on his departure nor on bis 
successor. “Obviously The 
Tonight Show will continue. It 
has been the most successful late- 
night franchise in television his- 
tory,” Pat Schultz, an NBC 
spokeswoman, said in Los 
Angeles, where the show is ^ 
taped. Carson will bring the cur- 
tain down on bis role as the star 
of the most successful television 
talk show of all time, still seen by 
12 million people each night as he 
enters his 30th year as its host 
Jay Leng, now the show's “exclu- 
sive guest host,” is considered a 
strong favourite to replace Car- 
son. David Letterman, whose 
talk show follows Carson’s on 
NBC, and comedian Gary Shand- 
ling, who has had his own show 
on U.S. Cable Television, have 
also been mentioned as candi- 
dates. 


Scientist creating 
low-flour bread 
for troops 


AMHERST, Massachusetts (AP) 
— If the U.S. army still travels on 
its stomach, a University of Mas- 
sachusetts food scientist is trying 
to develop a new land of low- 
flour, compact bread to help 
lighten the toad. “It could be a 
totally new type of bread. I don’t 
know if the (U.S. Food and Drag 
Administration) will accept that 
definition of bread or not," said 
Pavinee Chinachoti . “But it looks 
like bread and tastes like bread.” 
A military research laboratory 
has awarded Ounacboti $200,000 
over the past 2Vt years to search 
for a more compressible bread to 
feed U.S. troops in the field. The 
military is interested in a more 
compact bread because it would 
save on storage and transporta- 
tion. Chinachoti's goal is to de- 
velop a bread that can be com- 
pressed by nearly a third and 
spring back to almost 100 per cent 
of its initial volume. Normal 
bread recovers only about SO Per 
cent of its volume after compress- 
ion. Chinachoti said she thinks 
she has found the right ingre- 
dients, but has yet to reproduce 
her discovery on a large scads. A 
year ago the armed forces began 
replacing the crackers that U.S. 
troops long crunched in then- 
daily ration with “shelf-stable” 
bread as part of their ready-to-eat 
meals. The soldiers sent to the 
Gulf consumed those meals at the 
rate of 25 million a month during 


the war. 


